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The beauty of our festivals is that they provide us with appoint-
ments in time to focus on our personal growth by concentrating
on the core principles that matter most in our lives. They are
mikra'ei kodesh — times that are to be declared sacred and held in
reverence so that each member of the nation can engage in this
national programme of self-fulfilment. Together with our Crea-
tor and our nation, we strive towards perfection.

Over the centuries, these sacred days have moulded us
into a thinking, motivated, bold people who, despite the myriad
setbacks and profound challenges, have emerged with remarkable
fortitude and unmatched perseverance. For this reason, our
mo adim are joyous occasions in that they provide us access to
life’s greatest blessings. They are days that highlight the beauty of
humanity’s potential and encourage its glory. By celebrating
them in this way, they become shining opportunities for us to
live our lives to the fullest.

Notice: The 217th Annual Meeting of the Hebra Hased vaAmet will
take place on Sunday evening, May 21st, at 7:00 PM in the Elias Room.

Morning Minyan Just Got Even Better!

Morning minyan participants will be treated to a breakfast of
champions (cereal and milk). Jumpstart your day by nourishing your
body and soul and help make this minyan strengthening initiative a
success. To sponsor, go to shearithisrael.org/cereal.

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to meet with you.
Please schedule a visit at parnas@shearithisrael.org.

Our Next Public Tour is:
Wednesday, June 14 at 11:00 am

The Seasons of Our Lives
Rabbi Dweck
Senior Rabbi of the S&P Sephardi Community of the UK

Among the many commandments relating to kobanim and
offerings in this parasha, it concludes with a full treatment of the fes-
tivals that we are commanded to keep. While many of them can be
correlated with specific memorable events in our history, there is
something deeper about our festivals that defines their purpose. Torah
calls these days 70 adim meaning times that are set aside for a special
purpose. There is something that we are not only meant to celebrate
and commemorate on a 70 ed, but also something that we are meant
to accomplish for ourselves. Each mo'ed is an opportunity for achieve-
ment in a fundamental area of our humanity. They are times that are
meant to be consecrated with conscious intent in order to connect
with G-d and engage in personal growth.

Each mo'ed mentioned in our parasha touches on another
essential element of the human condition that requires our attention
and care in order to ensure our success in life. They demand that we
awaken and examine our lives and choices on Rosh HaShana, seck
atonement on Yom Kippur, find happiness on Succot, achieve free-
dom on Pesah, and invest in Creation and its meaning on Shavuot.
The mo adim are meant to provide us with a pause for thought in our
progression through time in order to afford us the opportunity to ad-
dress these issues and to consider the progress we've made in each. All
of the Torah’s mo adim include yamim tovim, days similar to Shabbat,
in which we are commanded to refrain from creative work so that we
might communicate with G-d and spend time acting upon these is-
sues.

With each mo'ed there are exercises that help us to facilitate
and enhance the purpose of the festival. On Rosh HaShana we blow
the shofar in order to bring us to attention so that we might examine
our choices and their consequences, on Yom Kippur we refrain from
our daily human involvements so that we might focus on our souls
and our perfection. Succot highlights the transience in life that creates
the unique moments that allow our lives meaning and, therefore,
bring us genuine happiness. Pesah brings our freedom to the forefront
with a national narrative, while Shavuot focuses on our commitment
to the Creation through agriculture and our commitment to discover
its meaning through Torah.

The mo'adim of Israel are much more than holy days on
which we are meant to pay tribute to G-d. They are more than the old
joke suggests: “They tried to kill us, we were saved, let’s eat!”

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL

The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue
Shabbat Emor
May 12-13, 2017

Hertz Pentateuch: p. 513 ; Haftarah p. 528
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 610 ; Haftarah p. 1172

CANDLE LIGHTING | 7:45 pm
MINHAH | 6:45 pm

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik de-
livers a seminar on the topic “Immanuel Kant vs. Rabbi
Akiva”

TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 |
10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am |
Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION WITH TORAH READING | Ages 5-
12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Jennifer Ash
and Seth Haberman. Scotch Sponsor: the Suckewer family in
honor of the 13th anniversary of Daniel’s Bar Mitzvah

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR
| Rabbi Soloveichik on the topic “The Caves of Plato and
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai” | 6:40 pm | Levy Auditorium |
Spring semester is sponsored anonymously in memory of Irma

Cardozo

MINHAH/ARBIT | 7:40 pm
HABDALAH | 8:44 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 AM, Monday-Friday: 7:15 AM
Evenings (Minha & Arbit): Sunday— Thursday: 6:30 PM




