COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Rabbi Nemitoff’s confirmation class of B'nai Jehudah,

of Overland Park, KS.

Mazal b 1o Lynn Summers & Roger Mesznik, on the birth of a grandson,
Rafael Gil Mesznik, to their children, Dr. Elizabeth Heller & Adriel Mesznik.

Our Yoetzet Halakha, Shifty Friedman, will be joining us for Morning Services
on Shabbat, and looks forward to getting to know our community at kiddush.
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CHOIR SELECTIONS THIS SHABBAT
Friday Night
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AHARE MoT: THE HEBRA HASED VA’AMET
— Z.. EDINGER —

Chapter 16 of Leviticus begins by reminding us of the deaths of Nadab and
Abihu, two of Aaron’s sons who were killed after bringing an unsolicited sacri-
fice in the Tabernacle (back in chapter 10). It is a strange way to start our para-
sha which deals mainly with the rituals of Yom Kippur. The opening verses can
be understood in a number of ways. One interpretation is that after the deaths
of his sons, Aaron was anxious about having to serve inside the Tabernacle.
Therefore, he is now given very precise instructions on how to avoid the same
fate that befell Nadab and Abihu. In this way Aaron is able to resume his duties
as High Priest.

The opening of this week’s parasha gives us an opportunity to revisit the story
of the deaths of Nadab and Abihu. Moses instructs two of Aaron’s cousins,
Mishael and Elzaphan to remove the bodies from the Tabernacle to a place
outside the camp (and presumably to bury them.) They are instructed to han-
dle the corpses by carrying them in their tunics. The great Rabbi Akiba posited
that it was Mishael and Elzaphan who later inquired of Moses what they could
do regarding the Paschal sacrifice which they missed on account of being im-
pure from having handled a corpse (Numbers 9:6). Their inquiry was made out
of an earnest desire to bring the Paschal sacrifice, and for this they are given a
special remedy enabling them to bring the sacrifice a month later on “pesah sheni.”

It is fitting then, that on this week of Aharei Mot, immediately following Pass-
over, we have an opportunity to recognize the holy work of the Hebra Hased
Va’Amet, our congregation’s burial society, sponsors of this week’s kiddush.
Like Mishael and Elzaphan, the Hebra Kadisha, or Holy Society, are intimately
involved in the preparation of the deceased for burial and related tasks. In our
community these tasks are performed by the Hebra Hased Va’Amer - literally
the Society of Faithful Kindness (a name that reflects the words used by Jacob
when he asked Joseph to make arrangements for his burial in the Land of Israel
- Genesis 47:29).

The work performed by the burial society can be difficult, unsettling, and
inconvenient. Nevertheless, the men and women who perform the mhara pro-
vide a dignified service to those who are no longer living. They do so with de-
votion and respect and without expectation of reward or recognition.

Beyond the holy tasks associated with hara the Hebra also provides the Meal
of Consolation (Seudar Havra'ah) served to mourners upon return from the
cemetery, and it helps arrange for meals or other needs of the family during the
week of Shiba'h.

With dignity and quietness, the Hebra also helps pay for the burial of the
indigent. Burial fees cost many thousands of dollars and can quickly become a
significant burden on families in grief who do not know how they will be able
to afford to bury their loved one. In these cases, the Hebra ensures that every-
one in our community will be able to have a dignified burial.

The Hebra also helps the congregation in a myriad of smaller ways; by spon-
soring communal events and ceremonies at Beth Olam and at our historic cem-
eteries, by supporting the upkeep, maintenance, and repair of the cemeteries,
and by helping sponsor a variety of events at the synagogue.

The Hebra was founded in 1802 and is the oldest extant Jewish philanthropic
organization in New York today. It is still active and completely led by volun-
teers. On this Shabbat Abarei Mot, let us recognize the contributions of the
Hebra Hased Va’Amet to our community.
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Hertz Pentateuch: p. 480; Haftarah p. 948
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 584; Haftarah p. 1262

CANDLE LIGHTING | 7:36 pm
EVENING SERVICES | 6:45 pm

MORNING SERVICES | Main Sanctuary | 8:15 am

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room
YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JUNIOR CONGREGATION | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

SERMON | Rabbi Soloveichik | “Of Memory and Meaning: Yom
Hazikaron and Yom HaAtzmaut”

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by the Hebra Hased Va'Amet,
and by Naftali and Zoya Raynes Friedman, in honor of Avi Friedman for
reading bis first Haftarah (thank you to Rabbi Rohde for teaching him so
diligently & to Z for his encouragement), and also in honor of Samuel who
will be chanting Kol Yisrael in the large synagogue for the first time.

SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR | Rabbi Soloveichik | 6:30 PM | “Moses,
Sinai, and the Purpose of Pirkei Abot” | Levy Auditorium

EVENING SERVICES | 7:30 pm

HABDALA | 8:35 pm

Rosh Hodlesh Iyar is on Sundiay and Mondey. Yom HaAtzmaut is on Thursday.

Weekday Service Times
Mornings:
Sunday: 8:00 am | Monday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings:
Sunday-Thursday (Minha & Arbit): 6:30 pm

Central Park West at 70th Street, New York City ® www.shearithisrael.org



