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DEBAR TORAH: OF SHEAVES & STOOKS
i BY HAZZAN RABBI IRA ROHDE —
“There we were binding sheaves in the field, when suddenly my
sheaf arose and stood; then your sheaves gathered around and
bowed to my sheaf” (Gen. 37:7)
Whatisr 1 _ *x 1+ +iterally, {sheaving sheaves?”
What is a “sheaf,” anyway, and how do you bind them? Is it
like “baling bales” of hay? Are we talking about eleven
individual stalks or “spikes” (from Latin “spica”) of wheat
bowing down to Joseph’s “spike”? Or, as seems likely, are we talking about twelve bound
-together bundles? Sometimes, in English, the term “sheaf” seems to be used for an
individual “spike” or stalk, but that seems to be an imprecise usage. The text doesn’t use
the famous term & 1 *x % fhich would indicate an individual “spike” or stalk, but
rather +01 _ X dvhich usually means a bunch of stalks tied in a bundle. What is meant
by “arose” or “standing,” then? “Standing” (s _one)of the terms, often refers to
unharvested stalks “standing” in the field, before they are cut. But the text seems to
indicate that the cutting had already been done, and they were now in the process of
ing the spikes into bundles after the reaping. Those bundles are what are referred to as
“sheaves.” They were probably using cut stems and straw (ones without much grain) to
bind and tie the others. But if all the reaping has been done, then these cuts iies they
are bundling would now be lying on the ground, right? Then how is it that the dream
describes these cut and bound “s%xeaves” as now “standing up?”

Of course, the more common term for such a “sheaf” of grain, one which seems to be
synonfymous with ® _ X | B the familiar word & _ X An Omer is also a bound
“sheaf” of grain, although it does seem that an “a/umah” can be a bundle of any size,
whereas an Omer’s size seems to have been more fixed, just as we use the term “bale”
more precisely as a particular measure of quantity. And presumably, when you took all
the kernels off one such standard-sized Omer-sheaf-bundle, you would wind up with a
fixed quantity of kernels, which was also called an Omer.” Tﬁat would make sense out of
the fact that the same term “Omer” is used as a fixed dry-measure of volume of wheat
and barley kernels, the final product, and even of the volume of flour made from those
kernels, equivalent to a tenth of an ephah. Anyway, an “alumah,” by contrast, or even an

1 fi(arelated term for a mini-Omer) seems to have been a more hastily-tied

“sheaf-bundle” of any size. Now, when it came to the mitzvah of harvesting the Omer
offering on Passover, Tractate Menahot does tells us that for ceremonial purposes they
bound together the stalks while they were still unreaped and attached to the ground, and
then they cut them, but this could hardly have been the usual practice.

So what were already-cut bundles of wheat doing “standin}g up, surrounding, and

bowing?” Well, for one thing, the “sheaves,” the tied wheat-bundles, were not merely
stacked in “piles” on the ground. The Hebrew term 04 'fidoesn’t properly mean any
old kind of “stack” or bale, but rather, a kind of round, teepee-shaped structure called a
“stook” or “shock.” A “stook” consists of several, sometimes eight or, perhaps, in our
story, as is the tradition in some places, exactly twelve, bundles of grain leaned against
cach other, touching at the top. Each bundle would have all of the spike-stalks facing the
same direction: The reaper would grab a bunch of stalks in one hanc[) and cut them with
the sickle with the other, and they would all fall and then be bound in the same
orientation. Then these sheaves would be leaned against each other teepee-style, with top
-parts of the sheaves, where the ears of grain are, meeting on top, and the thickest,
sturdiest part of each stock of grain touching the groun:f for support. This “stook”
structure had many advantages: keeping the grain kernels off the ground avoided them
getting dirtr1 and too wet and, especially, kept them from vermin. It allowed the kernels,
ventilated this way in mid-air, to be further dried and cured by wind blowing and drying
them from all sides. It is this structure which is properly called a . 1 !, Which is no
ordinary “pile,” but refers properly to this “stook,” the teepee-like structure.

So I picture the sheaves in Joseph’s dream as such a “stook” of twelve tied
grain-bundles, arranged “surrounding” each other and leaning against each other at the
top for mutual support. Spikes heavy with grain-kernels tend to%ow, and, likely, one
sheaf would stand taller and firmer than the rest. All our Twelve Israelite Tribes stand
together in such a stook, leaning against each other for support. The roundness and the
leaning indicates our essential equality and interdependence, although some will
inevitably stand taller and support more than others. But ultimately we can recognize the
contributions of the leaders and realize that it is our mutual leaning which keeps the
whole structure intact and protects the yield. Joseph’s brothers don’t appreciate this at
first, and so Joseph brings his lessons in grain-storage and interdependence to Egypt first.
However, the tri%es inevitably learn Joseph’s lessons later.
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:10 pm

MINHAH & ARBIT | 4:15 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “The Marvelous
Mishkan in Utah” | 2017-18 season sponsored by the Julis family.

HANUKKAH SHIUR (PART 2 OF 3) | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik

| Elias Room | 8:15 am

ZEMIROT | 8:30 am

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am

TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am
| Fidanque Youth Room

YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Fidanque
Youth Room

JUNIOR CONGREGATION WITH A TORAH READING | Ages 5-12

| r0:30 am | Little Synagogue

TALK | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “Jerusalem, DC (David’s City): The
Making of Ancient and Modern Jerusalem”

KipDDUSH | Elias Room

HAMILTON LUNCHEON | For Registered Guests | Levy Auditorium

SEUDA SHELISHIT & SHABBAT AFTERNOON PIRKEI ABOT SHIUR |
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “What Does Maccabee Mean?” | 3:30 pm |
Elias Room | Fall semester sponsored by Scott Shay, in memory of Chana
Razel bat Aaron v'Sarah.

MINHAH & ARBIT | 4:05 pm

HABDALAH | 4:55 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings:
Sunday: 8:00 am
Monday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings (Arbit Only):
Sunday-Thursday: 6:30 pm

Hanukkah begins Tuesday evening, December 12.




