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In the Code of Hammurabi, the slave’s ear is cut off for trying
to gain freedom and contradicting his master. In the Torah,
the slave’s ear is pierced for choosing to remain a slave thereby
disobeying God’s plan that all people should be free because

every human is created equally in God’s image. Once we learn
y h ted equally in God g

to treat others not as means to iet somethini or obi'ects of our

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mazal Tob to Benjamin Samborik on becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
Congratulations to his parents Anna and
Guennadi Samborik.

Mazal Tob to George and Lucienne Bulow on the birth of a
granddaughter, Charlotte Ruth Bulow. Charlotte is the daughter
of Harris and Heather Bulow. The family thanks all of the mem-

bers for their many warm wishes.

Welcome to the following school groups
who are joining us this Shabbat:
Congregation Rodeph Sholom - Tampa, FL
Temple Emanuel - Andover, MA

Thank you to the sponsors of our
Young Families/Couples Mexican Fiesta:

Sponsors:

Jodie Steinway and Ari Sherizen
Dr. Rivka and Marc Wiznia
Supporters:

Zoya Raynes and Naftali Friedman
Roberta De Oliveira and Nicholas Garo

From Slavery to Empathy: The Foundation of Morality
Rabbi Richard Hidary

Parashat Mishpatim immediately follows the Ten Commandments
and elaborates predominantly on the ethical demands in the second half of
the Decalogue. We therefore would expect this parasha to begin with laws of
murder and homicide. Instead, however, we find, that capital cases are listed
second (Exodus 21:12-32), only after the laws concerning slavery. Rather,
the slavery laws serve as an introduction to the entire ethical code because
the impetus to treat others with compassion stems from our own experience
as slaves.

Every time the Torah enjoins us to remember that we were slaves in
Egypt, the purpose is not that we should hold a grudge against the Egyp-
tians. On the contrary, Deuteronomy 23:8 commands us: “You shall not
abhor an Egyptian, for you were a stranger in his land.” Rather, the Torah
teaches us to remember how we suffered in Egypt in order to never cause
others to suffer. Indeed, the essence of all of ethics, whether in the golden
rule of Leviticus 19:18, in modern philosophy (see Emmanuel Levinas, Eth-
ics and Infinity), or in recent psychological research (see Simon Baron-
Cohen, 7he Science of Evil: On Empathy and the Origins of Cruelty) is the
ability to empathize with others.

Although the Torah recognizes the institution of slavery, it is com-
pletely transformed to conform to higher standards of ethics. The non-
Hebrew slave gains his freedom if the master causes him permanent bodily
damage and the master can receive capital punishment for murdering the
slave. The slave’s humanity is thus preserved in these laws and in the prohi-
bition from working him on the Sabbath. The Hebrew slave is treated more
like a hired worker than what we usually think of as a slave. Slavery may
have been a necessary safety net for people in extreme debt, but it is clear
that the Torah’s ideal is for all humanity to be free. Here is one example of
how the Torah contrasts with widespread ancient Near Eastern standards.
The very last law in the Hammurabi Code states:

If a slave says to his master: “You are not my master,” if

they convict him, his master shall cut off his ear.

Exodus 21:5-6, on the other hand, legislates:

If the slave declares, “I love my master, and my wife and

children: I do not wish to go free,” his master shall take

him before God. He shall be brought to the door or the

doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl;

and he shall then remain his slave for life.
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Hertz Pentateuch: Torah Reading: p. 306; Haftarah: p. 323
Kaplan Living Torah: Torah Reading: p. 356; Haftarah: p. 1118

CANDLE LIGHTING | 5:00 pm

MINHAH | 5:00 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | following evening services | Rabbi Soloveichik
gives a talk on “Incense and Sensibility: The Extraordinary and Un-
known History of Besamim” | 2015-2016 Season Sponsored by the Julis
Family

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik will deliver a ser-
mon on “The Last Ringing of the Liberty Bell”

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Children’s Library

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue
KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Anna and
Guennadi Samborik in honor of Benjamin’s Bar Mitzvah

YOUNG COUPLES/FAMILIES MEXICAN FIESTA LUNCHEON-SOLD
OUT!| Elias Room | For registered guests | Thank you to our sponsors

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Rabbi Hidary | 3:55 pm | For high
school students | Held at the Hidary home, 1 W 85th St Apt. 6A

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND SPECIAL SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR |
Rabbi Soloveichik on the topic “When was Matan Torah?: A Reflection
on Rembrandt and the Rabbis” | 3:55 pm | Spring semester sponsored by
Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:55 pm
KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary
HABDALAH | 5:48 pm

Weekday Service Times
Morning: Sunday: 8:00 AM; Mon.-Fri.: 7:15 AM

Evenings: Sunday — Thursday: 6:30 PM (Arbit only)




