Friday Night (12/7)
V’Shameru (p. 166) | Leon Kramer

This grand setting for V'Shameru was composed by our former

choirmaster. It is very rarely performed and has not been sung as
part of the service in several decades.

Psalm 23 (p. 174) | Leon Hyman
This intricate setting for the 23rd Psalm was composed by our cur-
rent choirmaster, Leon Hyman, it contains themes from the "Az
Yashir" melody. It was introduced into our choir's repertory in
2017 and is sung for special occasions.

Shabbat Morning (12/8)

Min HaMetsar (p. 350) | Jacques Fromenthal HaLevy (1799-1862)
This famous but rarely heard piece was composed by the famous
French composer Halevy, best known for his opera "La Juive." Min
HaMetsar was first performed in France in 1820. Formerly sung
specially for the Thanksgiving day service, it is now sung annually
during Hallel on Shabbar Hanukkah at about 9:25 AM.

Misheberakh (p. 208) | Leon Hyman

Public Tours Parnas Office Hours
Our next public tour is Louis Solomon would be delighted to
this Wednesday, meet with you. Please schedule a visit at
December 12, at 11:00 AM parnas@shearithisrael.org.

DEBAR TORAH: SEEKING THE UNIFYING PRINCIPLE
— HAZz7AN RABBI IRA ROHDE —

The stories about Joseph take up a large part of Genesis and have been
described by theologian Gerhard Von Rad as a kind of “wisdom novella.” It is
a classic tale, even a parable, of the use of wisdom in leadership. That wisdom
largely consists in finding and identifying the underlying principles involved,
and seeking a unitary scheme whereby that unifying principle is integrated. It
is said that monotheism contributes to rationalism, in that it limits the
number of causative agents involved and seeks out a more unitary scheme
whereby to explain the chain of causation. And once the chain of causation
has been simplified and unified, a simplified, unified and integrated solution
can be formulated. That, in fact, is the beauty of what Joseph presents to
Pharaoh in his dream interpretation. As Joseph says to Pharaoh, ‘7t is all one
dream: What God is doing He has shown Pharaoh” (Gen. 41:28). The simplified
cause then lends itself to a simplified, remedying “solution.” Indeed, the same
word is used for “solution” as for “interpretation” of the dream, implying that
once the unifying cause is revealed, the proper solution to remedy it will
emerge and be seen.

However, this basic rationality is couched in terms of a parable of Pharaoh’s
fears and dreams, as well as in terms of “what God plans to do.” This is a
Classic form of prognostication, and it is well that the Torah expresses such
prognostications in such a classic form. After all, the imposing of taxation and
building of storehouses, infrastructure, and bureaucracy was bound to cause
dissension, as it always has, down to our own day and age. Indeed, while some
commentators have especially lauded Pharaoh for being willing to place a wise
foreigner in charge; in fact, the position in which Pharaoh placed Joseph was,
at first, risky and likely to have been far from enviable. Had the Famine Years
not come, or had they come sooner or not have had the Years of Plenty
beforehand, Joseph would have been faced with recriminations. Pharaoh knew
that, and although his offer of power to Joseph seems generous, one can
speculate that offering the office to a foreign former-prisoner was a way of
making Joseph the “fall guy,” protecting Pharaoh should the prognostication
and ambitious plan fail. Years later, the taxation which King Solomon
imposed in order to fortify Israel ended up dividing the kingdom. And yert,

when it came to taxation imposed by later kings, such as King Hezekiah, or, in

later times, the Hasmoneans, we find much less protest. Perhaps this was
because by that time, facing the Assyrian enemy, the people realized they had
no choice. But perhaps also, later Jewish leaders wisely learned to have
recourse to the story of Pharaoh’s dreams and Joseph. When we seek to unify
our wisdom with the ways of God, not pretending to have found the truth
absolutely, but trying to discern and seek God’s ways, God may grant us great
wisdom and success. On the other hand, when we seek wisdom through our
own devices, through our own complicated machinations and clever
calculations, we are likely to find folly, not wisdom.
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Shabbat Mikkets-Hanukkah-Rosh Hodesh
December 7-8, 2018

Hertz Pentateuch: p. 155; Haftarah p. 987
Rosh Hodesh: p. 695 | Hanukkah: p. 599
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 200; Haftarah p. 1360
Rosh Hodesh: p. 814 | Hanukkah: p. 696

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:10 pm
EVENING SERVICES | 4:00 pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Soloveichik | “The Hanukkah Faux
Pas” | 2018-2019 season sponsored by the Julis family.

MORNING SERVICES | Main Sanctuary | 8:10 am

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room
YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JUNIOR CONGREGATION WITH A TORAH READING | 10:30 am |
Little Synagogue

SERMON | Rabbi Soloveichik | “Handel With Care”

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Levy Auditorium

HANUKKAH SHIUR | Rabbi Soloveichik | 3:30 pm | Levy Auditorium
EVENING SERVICES | 4:05 pm
HABDALA | 4:55 pm

The final night of Hanukkah is Sunday, December 9.

Weekday Service Times
Mornings:
Sunday: 8:00 am | Monday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings (Arbit only):
Sunday-Thursday: 6:30 pm
Come experience the lighting of our colonial era hanukkiah at the
conclusion of Arbit on each night of Hanukkah.

Central Park West at 70th Street, New York City ® www.shearithisrael.org



