Major Historical Lecture

Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Monday, December 17 | 7:00 pm

Brexit and the Bible:
A Reflection on Nations, Empires and Jewish History

Friday Night (12/14)
V'Shameru (p. 166) | Samuel Naumberg (1817—-

Public Tours Parnas Office Hours
Our next public tour is Louis Solomon would be delighted to
this Wednesday, meet with you. Please schedule a visit at
December 12, at 11:00 AM parnas@shearithisrael.org.

DEBAR TORAH: WHEN JOSEPH TALKS, PEOPLE LISTEN
—Z. EDINGER —

This week’s parashah contains the dramatic revelation of Joseph’s true identity to his
brothers. After learning that Pharaoh’s vizier was actually their brother Joseph, the brothers
are completely dumbfounded (45: 1-3.) Joseph reassures them that it was God’s plan to send
him to Egypt and to raise him to a high position. Joseph also tells the brothers that he will
take care of them and their father through the famine, and will setde them in the land of
Goshen. During this relatively lengthy speech the brothers do not speak at all. Then Joseph
says (45:12):
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"Behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, for it is my mouth
that is speaking to you."

What is the meaning of this verse? Why does Joseph tell his brothers to note % s my mouth
that is speaking to you'?

Onkelps translates the verse to mean that Joseph spoke to his brothers in Hebrew. This is
also the interpretation given in the Midyash (Bereshit Rabbah 93:10.) Most dlassical commen-
taries follow this interpretation. In this verse, Joseph is trying to prove his identity to his
brothers, he does so by speaking to them direcdy in Hebrew, their native tongue. Joseph is
essentially saying ‘See for yourself, I am speaking to you in Hebrew without the aid of my
interpreter.” This is the explanation favored by a wide variety of dassical commentaries, in-
duding: Rashi, Rashbam, Ibn Ezra, Radag, and many others.

Ramban and Ralbag, however, reject this interpretation entirely. For them, Joseph could
not have been trying to prove his identity by speaking in Hebrew. Hebrew was not a particu-
larly rare or unique language spoken only among Abraham’s family. In fact, says Ramban,
Abraham didn’t originally speak Hebrew, he learned it only after he left Ur and Harran.
Hebrew is Canaanite, the language spoken in the land of Canaan. It must have be spoken by
many people in Egypt at that time (see also Isaiah 19:18). We know that there were inter-
preters in Egypt who spoke Hebrew, there were probably many others as well. We also
know that high officials in government often spoke many languages, especially the languages
from neighboring countries in the region. No, it is not possible that Joseph was trying
prove his identity by speaking in Hebrew. Besides, he had already given to the brothers
much stronger “proof” when he, as Tzafenat Paneah the Egyptian vizier, revealed his true
name was Joseph and that he had been sold into slavery! This revelation should have been
more than enough proof for the brothers. Joseph did not need to speak in Hebrew to prove
his identity.

According to Ramban and Ralbag, the words “ki pi hamedaber alekhent” - “for it is my
mouth speaking to you'” - do not mean that Joseph was speaking in Hebrew, rather Joseph was
showing his brothers that he was rich and powerful enough to support them in Egypt. Our
verse should be read in context with verses 10 - 11. Joseph has promised his brothers that he
will setle them, and their father, in the land of Goshen. He will even provide them all with
financial support. In case the brothers should doubt Joseph's ability to make good on this
promise, Joseph now tells them in verse 13 that they have already seen with their own eyes
how powerful Joseph is. Believe me, Joseph informs the brothers, because it is 72y mouth
speaking, There is no one more powerful in all of Egypt and what I command they will
obey. To Ramban and Ralbag, the meaning of our verse is that when Joseph speaks, people
listen.
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:11 pm

EVENING SERVICES | 4:15 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Soloveichik | “Ba ‘meh Madlikin
Brought to Life: An Extraordinary Archeological Discovery” | 2018-
2019 season sponsored by the Julis family.

MORNING SERVICES | Main Sanctuary | 8:15 am

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JUNIOR CONGREGATION | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

SERMON | Rabbi Soloveichik | “The First Rabbi of the New World:

The Epic Tale of Rabbi Isaac Aboab da Fonseca”

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Vicki & Sam
Katz, in honor of former MK Rabbi Haim Amsalem for his great work with
Zera Yisrael.”

SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR | Rabbi Soloveichik | 3:30 pm |
“Judaism and Josephism” | Levy Auditorium

EVENING SERVICES | 4:05 pm

HABDALA | 4:56 pm

PARENT-CHILD LEARNING & PI1ZZA | Rabbi Soloveichik | 6:30 pm |
Elias Room

The fast of Tebeth is next Tuesday. See inside for full schedule.

Weekday Service Times
Mornings:
Sunday: 8:00 am | Monday & Wednesday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings (Arbit only):
Sunday-Monday & Wednesday-Thursday: 6:30 pm
(see inside for Tuesday)
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