NEW YORK NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Upper West Side Blood and

Bone Marrow Drive

THIS SUNDAY, January 7, 2018 | 10:00 am-4:00 pm

'The Jewish Center, 131 West 86 Street
The blizzard this past week forced the cancellation of
numerous blood drives, resulting in the loss of nearly 1500
blood donations. Don’t let that happen here!
Give the gift of life—be a blood donor or do a simple

bone marrow cheek swab.

January is Blood Donor Month, a time to remember that
blood is precious and must be on the shelves in

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to
meet with you. Please schedule a visit
at parnas@shearithisrael.org.

Our next public tour
is this Wednesday,
January 10

DEBAR TORAH: THE STRONG HAND OF PHARAOH

AND THE STRONG HAND OF GOD
fi BY HAZZAN RABBI IRA ROHDE —
“... Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand
shall he send them away, and with a strong hand will he drive them out

of his land” (Exodus, 6:1)

The term “strong hand” is especially significant, for the Torah
repeats the term “brought you out of Egypt by a strong hand” in
many contexts as worthy of special remembrance and gratitude.
What the “strong hand” means Eere is rather ambiguous, and seems
to carry multiple meanings. It means “by force” or “forcibly,” but
whose or what force is unclear. To begin with, this “strong hand”
could belong to two different subjects: It might refer to the “strong
hand” of Pharaoh, who drove out the Israelites, compelling them to
leave quickly, chasing them out forcibly, so afraid were he and his

eople of the plagues brought upon them, lest the plagues spread
From those already afflicted to wipe out the rest of the people. é)r the
term might refer to the “stron Eand” of God, who fgrced Pharaoh
and Egypt to comply with God’s will.

The most modern JPS translation of the Torah apparenty
translates both of the “strong hand” terms here as God’s,
substituting the phrase “greater might,” viz., “you shall soon see
what I will do to Pharaoh: he shall let them go because of a greater
might; indeed, because of a greater might he shall drive them from
his land.” But the plain meaning of the text, especially in
comparison with other contexts, seems to be that both “stron:
hand” terms refer to Pharaoh’s forcefulness. From his comment a§
loc., it is clear that that is the way R. Obadiah Sforno interprets
both: “Now, [just as] you have seen the wrongdoing of Pharaoh,
who fights to hold on to Israel by power of coercion, [so] you shall
see that, out of the accumulation of woes and pain, he will drive
them out by compelling force, that he will strive with all his all his
might to expel them.”

Rashi in his commentary ad loc. seems to understand the first
“strong hand” as referring to God’s, and the second “strong hand” as
referring to Pharaoh’s: “For on account of My Strong Hand, which
will compel him, he shall send them out, and he shall expel them
from his land with a forceful hand: Indeed, against the will of the
Israelites themselves will he drive them out, [so much so] that they
will not have sufficient time to prepare food provisions. So it states
(12:33): ‘And Egypt coerced the people, [hastening to send them
out, for they said we’re all to die.]” One can debate whether Rashi
meant this as the literal translation, but it’s clear that the Torah
means for us to see both a human context (a coercing hand of
Pharaoh, without whom Israel would never have had the resolve and
unity to leave on their own), as well as a compelling Divine Hand,
forcing Pharaoh, eventually, to send Israel free. On Passover our
matza is both the bread of affliction, reminding us of Pharaoh’s
coersive hand, as well as the bread of victory and liberation,

reminding us of how God’s Powerful Hand forced Pharaoh’s hand.
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Hertz Pentateuch: p. 206; Haftarah: p. 229
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 258; Haftarah: p. 1212

We are pleased to welcome Rabbi Yosef Chaim Yanetz, his wife Rivka,
and children Abigail and Ariel, to our community this Shabbat. Rabbi
Yanetz is delivering the Debar Torah after morning services, as well as the
Shabbat Afternoon Class. Rabbi Yanetz offers Habruta (One-on-One
Learning) for all levels, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:25 pm
MINHAH & ARBIT | 4:30 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS WILL RETURN NEXT WEEK.

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary
SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Main Sanctuary
TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am
| Fidanque Youth Room
YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL are cancelled this week due to
inclement weather.
JUNIOR CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue
DEBAR TORAH | Rabbi Yosef Chaim Yanetz
KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR | Rabbi Yosef Chaim Yanetz | 3:30
pm | Levy Auditorium

MINHAH & ARBIT | 4:20 pm

HABDALAH | 5:10 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings:
Sunday: 8:00 am
Monday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings:

Sunday-Thursday (Arbit only): 6:30 pm
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