WEEKLY JEWISH EDUCATION

Our Fall Semester of Jewish Education is now in full swing—
come learn with us any day of the week:

Saadiah Gaon's Book of Beliefs and Opinions
Sjimon Den Hollander
Sundays | 8:45 am
Habruta (Paired) Learning
Rabbi Yanetz & Co.

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays | 5:15 - 7:15 pm
Minyan, Class, and Breakfast
Tuesdays | 7:45 am
Feasts and Fasts:

The Festivals in Jewish Thought
A Class for Women
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Tuesdays | 9 AM

Talmud Class: Masekhet Yoma and the Meaning of the
Mikdash — Will not take place this week because of Rabbi
Soloveichik’s major Balfour Lecture on Thursday, November 9
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Tuesdays | 7 PM

An Overview of James (Joshua) Seixas’ Hebrew Grammar
Hazzan Rabbi Ira Rohde
Thursdays | 7:15 pm

Friday Night Lights:
The Making and Meaning of Shabbat
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Fridays | Following Kabbalat Shabbat

The Misunderstood Masterpiece:
A New Approach to Pirkei Abot
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Saturdays | One hour before Minhah

To sponsor a class or series of classes, visit
shearithisrael.org/sponsoraclass

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to meet with
you. Please schedule a visit at
parnas@shearithisrael.org.

Our next public tour is
This Wednesday,

November 8

DEBAR TORAH: UNION OF OPPOSITES
i BY HAZZAN RABBI IRA ROHDE —

“.. S X 1 [perfection or wholesomeness of character] is not perceptible in

man except when he possesses two opposite - X ! [characters], such as the trait of
mercy and cruelty. For when a man behaves according to one trait, one need not
necessarily say that he is Righteous, but rather there is to say that such is his na-

ture. But when he possesses two opposite characters such as mercy [as well as] cruel-

ty, then it is proven that he is a Righteous Person...And this is why it says here at
the $ | « [Binding of Isaac] ‘for now I know that you fear God:’ For before this
he was very merciful, inviting guests and doing kindnesses. But the character of|
cruelty and compelling himself to fulfill the command of the Creator, Blessed be He,

was not yet evident in him, and it would have been possible to claim that Abraham

was not Completely Righteous, Heaven forfend. But at the S ! [Binding], when

he demonstrated the trait of cruelty, that he wanted with all the desire of his soul to
fulfill the command of the Creator and slaughter his one and only son upon whom

all his living depended—if so, now his completeness [of character] was consummate
and it was apparent that he was Completely Righteous” (Kol Eli-

yahu, Commentary on the Torah by the Vilna Gaon, Parashat Vayera).

This comment on the Binding of Isaac by the Vilna Gaon was pointed out
to me by my late teacher, Dr. Walter Wurzburger, z”1. It strikes a rather Kier-
kegaardian, perhaps even fundamentalistic, chord. Prof. Yeshayahu Leibowitz
strikes a similar tone, saying “This love was the virtue of Abraham, and because
of this it was said of him, ‘and he believed in God.” It is what he proved in the
Akedah by accepting the yoke of the service of God, even though no
‘advantage,” in the sense of the satisfaction of a need, or any imaginable reward
could accrue from it....The duties of faith take precedence over all human
needs, interests, and values, even those of the divine promises embodied in
visions of the future (the abrogation of the Covenant of the Pieces!)” That the
command of God must be followed at times fideistically, brushing aside all
other concerns, moral or otherwise, in submission to the will of God, is the
interpretation of the Akedah given by several schools of commentary.

But I noticed that that isn’t all the Vilna Gaon is saying here. The Gaon is
not saying that Abraham is just demonstrating his submission to the inscruta-
ble will of God. More is going on here than Abraham’s overcoming himself
and the love of his son in submission to God’s will. Rather, the Gaon is saying
that the Akedah is there to demonstrate, actualize or develop a particular type
of perfection of Abraham’s character. Real perfection of character and virtue
requires the ability to manage and use all the extremes of character. And it is
not a matter of simply following the “Golden Mean” between all of the ex-
treme traits, only going to extremes to fight a natural tendency and restore
balance. No. What is called for in the development of the human personality is
nothing short of a “Union of Opposites.” We all have many and diverse roles
to play, which call for the development and taking on of opposite dispositions.
We must at the same time develop the capacity to be strong as well as yielding,
both courageous and fearful, kind as well as, when need be, cruel. We have to
be, often at the same time, encouraging and enthusiastic as well as prudent and
critical. Our integrity must be organic: not the fixed defining of a mean be-
tween two extremes, but rather embracing opposing dispositions in a dynamic
dialectic. We are in need of God’s objective perspective, expressed in Torah, to
guide us in the proper circumstances and proportions in which to cultivate and
express each trait. Only in this way can we aspire to the complete “wholeness”/
- X rof righteous character exemplified by our forefather Abraham.

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL
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Shabbat Vayera
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 5:31 pm
MINHAH & ARBIT | 5:30 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS WILL RETURN NEXT WEEK.

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am

TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am |
Levy Auditorium

YOouTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room
JUNIOR CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am
|
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