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SAVE THE DATE: Annual Ski and Snowboard Trip
Monday, December 25
Are you between the ages of 7 and 1072 Do you like winter
sports? Well, you're in luck!
Shearith Israel and The Jewish Center are joining forces

) Parnas Office Hours

Ou'r next public Louis Solomon would be delighted to

tour is Wednesday, || meet with you. Please schedu?e a visit
December 13 at parnas@shearithisrael.org.

DEBAR TORAH: THE GRIND
A BY DOVID SCHWARTZ & R. SIEGEL —

Lavan decided that Jacob must work for seven years for his
daughter's hand. Jacob, lovestruck, readil agree(f,—he would
work for seven years. In fact, they flew by: the pasuk says that the
seven years seemed like seven short days because of Jacob's
affection for Rachel (29:20). Of course, Lavan tricked him and
gave Jacob his other daughter, Leah, instead, and demanded he
work another seven years for Rachel. Needless to say, these seven
years did not fly by: they were grueling, tiresome and
monotonous. The second seven years were uninspired by his tired
love and affections for Rachel, and we would expect that Jacob's
work ethic would begin to falter. Indeed, this is what happens to
us: uninspired work tends to produce uninspired results.

But Jacob overcame this. Rashi (29:30) quotes the midrash
which states that even during the second seven years, Jacob
worked admirably and honestly; he did not cut corners; he
powered through the grind. Moreover, the Rambam (Hil.
Schierut 13:11) states that Jacob symbolizes the ideal work ethic
of diligence and integrity. While we may find this admirable, we
also probably find it baffling. How could Jacob, cheated
and mistreated by Lavan, posses the force of character to meet
these standards?

I think the answer lies in the degiction of Jacob that we find in

our liturgy. In Minha on the Sabbath, we say that "Jacob and his
sons rest in it," i.e. the Sabbath. What’s the significance of that?

Abraham was the visionary of Judaism. He had a dominating
and creative character whicrﬁ enabled him to invent and dream.
His personality captivated many people and they all joined his
faith. Abraham, as we say in our liturgy, "reveals": that is, he re-
veals the truth of G-d's word through i}ils creativity and power.

Isaac was different. He was private and inward—he did not so
much create as cause to flourish. He certainly did not invent
Judaism; however, he did keep it going. That is why we describe
Isaac as flourishing.

However, Jacob is a combination of the two: he is both inward
and outward. But these two qualities actually complement each
other. I believe that it is precisely because of his privacy and
"rest" that Jacob can work so hard. Through his rest, his
inwardness, his time spent alone, in contemplation of himself, he
gains the power to influence others and work so hard for his wife
and family. It is because he combined the two prominent traits
of his father and grandfather that Jacob and Jacob alone was
capable of raising the twelve tribes. Abraham had a personality
which was too expansive; Isaac too narrow. Jacob synthesized
these two traits. In doing so, he became capable of influencing
those closest to him: his c%lildren.
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Kaplan Living Torah: p. 130; Haftarah p. 1430

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:14 pm

MINHAH & ARBIT | 4:15 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “Lincoln’s
Thanksgiving: A Shabbat Reflection” | 2017-18 season sponsored by
the Julis family.

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am

TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am
Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am |

Levy Auditorium

JUNIOR CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am |

Little Synagogue

SERMON | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Karen and
Jack Daar, in honor of the engagement of Laura Daar and Eliezer
Frye, and Liliane Marks, in memory of her mother Josephine Saada
Dahan and in honor of the recent marriage of Zachary and Malka
Edinger.

YOUNG COUPLES AND FAMILIES LUNCHEON | Elias Room | For
Registered Guests

SEUDA SHELISHIT & SHABBAT AFTERNOON PIRKEI ABOT
SHIUR | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | 3:30 pm | Levy Auditorium |
Class sponsored by Vivienne Roumani-Denn and Morton Denn in
memory of Vivienne's brother, Jacques Roumani (Yaakov Nissim b.
Yosef Roumani). Fall semester sponsored by Scott Shay, in memory of
Chana Razel bat Aaron v'Sarah.

MINHAH & ARBIT | 4:05 pm

HABDALAH | 4:58 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings:
Sunday: 8:00 am
Monday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings (Arbit Only):
Sunday-Thursday: 6:30 pm
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