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God’s role is straightforward and direct. Not only does God answer
Abraham: He even answers the prayer of Abraham’s servant!

The story of the love Rebecca and Isaac have for each other
is also a story of noble love, of the love of heroes. Like the Song of
Songs, the song of King Solomon, it is a love of kings, princesses,
handsome princes and beautiful ladies and damsels. Courtly love was
properly an invention of the Middle Ages, but it had its precedent in
the noble, classical grace of ancient literature. Rebecca’s noble grace
entitles her to be seated in the tent and throne of Sarah, qualifies her
for Isaac’s love, and comforts Isaac upon his mother’s loss.

Shearith Israel Cufflinks
Did you see the fabulous sterling silver cufflinks we presented to
our gala honorees? You too can look like a CSI hero for only
$180 a pair. Treat yourself, a friend or loved one with a Hanuk-
kah gift. Order by December 8 at shearithisrael.org/cufflinks

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to meet with you.
Please schedule a visit at parnas@shearithisrael.org.

Our next public tour is:
Wednesday, December 14 at 11:00 am

“Haye Sarah:” Eulogy for a Noble Age
Hazan Rabbi Ira Rohde

Parashat Haye Sarah begins with the death of Sarah and ends with the
death of Abraham and Ishmael. Its story unfolds, so to speak, in a twilight, in
the close of an age of legendary nobility, seen in the golden glow of its setting
sun. That age will be replaced by a very different era. The descriptions of the
world in Genesis and beyond has been shifting away from an ideal world, first
dramatically with the Expulsion from Eden, but continuing more subtly
through the decrease of life-spans and stories of Noah and Abraham, gradually
becoming more like our own. Every age had its problems and flaws, it is true,
and no age was an absolutely ideal paradigm. But they are still paradigmatic,
and the paradigms become less and less ideal. The Bible’s heroes aren’t nearly as
legendary as those of the Greeks, where we could speak of a kind of “twilight of
the gods,” but the Patriarchs and further figures in the Torah and Prophets are
a kind of hero, living in ages which are successively less “heroic.” Noah saved
all land animal life on the entire planet. Abraham, starting out as a sojourner,
becomes a powerful, respected and wealthy lord of the land, the progenitor of a
dynasty,a (“+ 1 & L + princé of God).” The age of Abraham is depicted as
an age of the gallant and noble fight for the just and the right, and Abraham’s
connection to God is straightforward, honorable, natural and direct.

Isaac is heir to that heroic age. But he lives through the transition to
an age which is less and less “heroic,” certainly in the sense that heroism and
righteousness in succeeding ages becomes less and less straightforward and suc-
cessively less natural. That is why Isaac has trouble seeing the way forward in
the negotiations with Rebecca and Jacob, who have a more twisted path to
follow. Pioneering generations of all kinds often find similar differences be-
tween themselves and their successors.

But that’s further down the road; in this Parashah, the Torah wants us
to focus on the nobility of the pioneering, heroic generation of Abraham and
Sarah, and from no vantage point was this more apparent than at life’s end, as
they reached their funerals. We use the hiph'il form “hesped” today to mean a
eulogy; in this story the root term properly was used as a synonym for bewail-
ing. However, to fittingly bewail or deeply feel the loss of anyone you must first
lovingly appreciate and dramatize their heroism, so I fantasize that at her funer-
al Abraham had plenty about her to love and praise! In negotiating for a burial
site, Abraham speaks and acts with the grace and diplomacy of a prince. He
will not be content to be given a mere burial plot for his wife; he must own the
entire field outright with the burial cave therein. He insists upon paying full
price and having the sale witnessed legally, a negotiation which he punctuates
with graceful, diplomatic bows. Abraham insists upon a proper wife of noble
lineage for his son. Like a king, Abraham has a vizier, who looks after his
affairs, whom he entrusts with this mission. The servant/vizier takes a proper
oath, and Rebecca’s nobility is borne out by her graciousness to the guest. And
at that point, the servant returns the graciousness, giving precious, gracious
gifts to Rebecca and her household.
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CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL

The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue

Shabbat Haye Sarah
November 25-26 2016

Hertz Pentateuch: p. 80; Haftarah p. 90
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 100; : Haftarah p. 1066

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:13 pm

MINHAH | 4:15 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Following evening services | Rabbi
Soloveichik gives a talk on the topic “Thanksgiving in Israel” |
2016-2017 season sponsored by the Julis Family

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik delivers
a sermon on the topic “Jefferson's Nahalah”

TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00
am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am |
Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Syna-
gogue

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Karen and Jack
Daar in honor of the Hebra Hased Va’Emet

MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:05 PM
HABDALAH | 4:58 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 AM, Monday-Friday: 7:15 AM,
Evenings (Arbit Only): Monday - Thursday: 6:30PM




