Thanksgiving Pack-a-thon
Thank you to everyone who participated in the pack-a-
thon this week. Help us reach our financial goal of
$28,000 by December 15. Make a tax deductible dona-

_a_

Buy a Shearith Israel Kippah
Shearith Israel Kippot are available for purchase on our
website at shearithisrael.org/store for $10 each.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mazal Tob to Beth and Marc Bengualid upon the marriage of their
daughter, Elana, to Jack E. Harary of Brooklyn. Elana is the grand-
daughter of Henri Bengualid.

Mazal Tob to Yonina and Eric Gomberg upon the birth of a daugh-

ter. Congratulations to proud grandmother Gail Propp.

Manners, Laws, and the Man of His Honor
Rabbi Ira Rohde

One Hebrew term for etiquette, manners, or norms of conduct is “nimmus,” a derivative of
the Greek term “nomos,” the term for a law or a rule. Perhaps the Rabbis used the Greek-
derived term to indicate habits and customs of behavior which were not per se legally obliga-
tory or divinely ordained but rather were merely “conventional.” As a foreign-derived term, it
was naturally applied to the customs of the Gentiles whose laws were somewhat denigrated as
being merely conventional as opposed to Divinely-ordained. This, however, doesn’t mean that
etiquette doesn’t have a powerful basis in Divine Law and pre-Divine Law, as the Rabbis
wrote about “derekh eretz” the “way of the land,” the proper Hebrew term for manners:
“Manners precede the Torah.” The German-Jewish refugee sociologist Norbert Elias in his
book “The Civilizing Process” wrote about how our modern rules of etiquette, manners, and
politeness developed from medieval times to lessen the threat of violence among individuals
and were paralleled by rules of diplomacy and engagement within and between polities. Flat-
tery and a hyperbolic use of deferential language were part of this. Jacob’s use of an extreme
form of courtesy and etiquette is certainly one of the main themes of Parashat Vayishlah, as
well as breaches of proper etiquette by Shekhem and Jacob’s sons Simon and Levi. The great
courtesy and honor shown is successful at avoiding violence and warfare, and conversely the
breaches of courtesy and honor lead directly to violence.
But there is another, Divine aspect to the courtesy here, as well. Just as human law has to be
reflective of Divine Law, so human etiquette has to be reflective of Divine norms and rules.
Without Divine morality, there can be no human morality; without Divine honor, there can
be no human honor. Jacob’s courtesy and showing honor towards his brother Esau is clearly
meant to be reflective of the honor and courtesy Jacob shows to God. Pacts and covenants
between men must pattern themselves after the classical pact man makes with God. Jacob
first entreats and prays to God for God’s protection, and Jacob’s speech to his brother Esau
afterwards mirrors his prayer to God. Jacob’s “gift” to his brother Esau is called both a
“minhah,” the term used for a sacrificial “offering, as well as a “blessing.” Jacob “entreats” his
brother to accept the offering with goodwill, with the hope that the gift will find favor, propi-
tiate and please his brother. Jacob prays not just for Esau’s forgiveness but that “perhaps he
shall lift up my countenance,” a phrase famous from the Priestly Blessing. Jacob humbles
himself before his brother as if before God. All of this uses terminology in the human realm
borrowed from the realm of sacrifice to God and Divine worship. Of course, these ideals of
courtesy and etiquette are taken from the political realm of the royal court. And flattering
smooth-talking deference has the practical function of massaging egos. But the main point
being made seems to be that in his approach to his brother Jacob is here deliberately and
seriously imitating classic standards of honor and respect due to God. “No, please, if prithee I
have found grace in your eyes, do accept from me this gift, for to see your face is like seeing
the countenance of God, and you have favored me. (33:10).” Peace, honor, justice, and mo-
rality among men are assured by hewing to standards of honor, courtesy, morality, and re-
spect which are properly only due to the Divine.
The truth is, the language which Jacob uses in approaching Esau is not only flattering, but it
actually conceals a bit of deception upon Jacob’s part, and we are led to believe that this is so
on Esau’s part, as well. Jacob seems quite certain of Esau’s malevolent intent; that’s why he
subdivides his camp. Jacob seems to feign his intention to make a proper ambassadorial visit
to Esau’s home territory of Se’ir in the far South, but when Esau offers Jacob an official es-
cort, Jacob wriggles out of the commitment: He knows that a visit could easily turn into a
trap. Jacob is particularly insistent that Esau accept the gift of flocks because he hopes that
this will propitiate and satisfy Esau’s desire to despoil him. Underneath all the magnanimous,
excessive politeness, there is delicate, deft maneuvering going on here between the two broth-
ers; neither side is being honest with the other about his true intentions. Jacob is even more
disingenuous later in seeming to accept the bride-price for his daughter Dinah willingly from
Shekhem and his father. But there is still a point to such imitating of exalted Divine norms,
even it is not so sincere: Jacob the deceiver has grown into Israel the diplomat, the gentleman.
The ambitious boy Jacob has learned how to struggle honorably with his foes, and the grown
man Israel has learned to fight as well as negotiate peace as a man of his honor.
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Hertz Pentateuch: p. 122; Haftarah p. 137
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 154; Haftarah p. 1078

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:12 pm

MINHAH | 4:15 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | following evening services | Rabbi
Soloveichik gives a talk on “The Thanksgiving Wedding in
Jerusalem”

Sponsored by the Julis Family

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Following services Rabbi
Soloveichik will deliver a seminar on “No Sinews is Good
Sinews: Jacob, the Angel, and the Sciatic Nerve”

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium
YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Rabbi Hidary | NO CLASS
THIS WEEK

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND PIRKEI ABOT SHIUR | Rabbi
Soloveichik | NO CLASS THIS WEEK

MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:05 pm

KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary NO
CLASS THIS WEEK

HABDALAH | 4:57 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sundays 8:00 AM, Mon-Thur. 7:15 AM;
Evenings: Sunday - Thursday: 6:30 PM (Arbit only)




