COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you for underwriting our Intimate Shabbat
Dinner For Singles with Rabbi and Esther Hidary

Oliver Stanton
John Lewin
Rivka Shoulson and Marc Wiznia

and to the planning committee: Deborah Bendheim, Z.
Edinger, Esther Hidary, Rabbi Richard Hidary, Ruthie Israe-
li, Erica Markowitz, Maurine McCabe, Rivka Shoulson

Thank you to the sponsors of our
Shabbat with Eric Goldstein:

Underwriter
Oliver Stanton
Sponsor
Debbie and David Sable
The Solomon Family
Supporter
Karen and Roy Simon
Karen and Jack Daar
Contributor
Laury Frieber

Zoia Raines and Naftali Friedman

A Standing Question: Is God Static or Dynamic?
Rabbi Richard Hidary
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fiHe had a dream; a stairway was set on the ground and its top reached to the
sky, and angels of God were going up and down on it. And the Lord was stand-
ing upon him/it” (Genesis 28:12-13).
Jacob’s dream of a stairway to heaven reveals a pathway from the human to the
Divine and the possibility for us to gain some understanding of God. The diffi-
culty, however, is that dreams are only as good as their interpretation. Two
Jewish thinkers, Maimonides and Meir ibn Gabbai, have explained this dream
in two opposite ways. Their argument focuses on the final words, T % 1 L |
God was standing upon him/it.
Maimonides in the introduction to the Guide of the Perplexed points to Jacob’s
dream as an example of a parable wherein every detail signifies something im-
portant. The first part of the Guide consists in a lexicon of biblical words that
could imply corporeality when applied to God. He therefore provides various
definitions for each word and specifies that only the figurative meaning can
apply to God. In chapter 15, he says that ™ litefally means to stand, but can
also mean to be stable and permanent. Maimonides explains the ladder as the
path to prophecy, the rungs of the ladder as levels of prophecy, and the angels
ascending and descending as prophets entering and exiting a prophetic trance.
The last phrase, means that God remains permanent and unchanging at the top
level. In this reading, the dream teaches that God is static and eternally constant
while humans change as they grow in understanding of the Divine to whatever
degree they are able.
A very different reading is offered by Rabbi Meir ibn Gabbai, a 16th century
mystic living in the Ottoman empire. In his major work Avodat Haqodesh, ibn
Gabbai also includes a lexicon of words that the Bible uses anthropomorphical-
ly in relation to God. However, rather than interpret these words towards a
philosophical understanding of a remote unchanging conception God, ibn
Gabbai provides each word with a mystical meaning. The word * in ”
Kabbalistic reading means to become unified. In Jacob’s dream, God was , *
that is, became unified, because of Jacob. Ibn Gabbai explains, “God is main-
tained by the righteous for they are the cause of preserving the Name and unify-
ing it.” The deeds and thoughts of righteous human beings actually have the
power to effect the Divine realm and thereby allow God’s Presence to connect
with the earthly realm.
Both of these commentators reject a literal anthropomorphic reading of this
verse and turn to figurative interpretation for a solution. Yet, the conclusions
they reach could not be more different. In the formulation of James Diamond:
“For Maimonides, God simply is and man is becoming, whereas for ibn Gab-
bai, man is becoming and God is becoming consequent to man’s becoming.”
Maimonides philosophical God is a perpetual, perfect, static Existence; ibn
Gabbai’s mystical God is a dynamic, immanent, ever-becoming Force. Perhaps
one day, a new revelation or Quantum breakthrough will help us better reach
for the apex of Jacob’s ladder. Until then, we must submit that the question
still, well, stands.
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. » CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:16 pm

MINHAH | 4:15 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | following evening services | Rabbi Soloveichik
gives a talk on “The Shabbat Nap: A Reflection”

Sponsored by the Julis Family

SHABBAT DINNER FOR SINGLES | Following Friday Night Lights | Elias
Room | For Registered Guests

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Following services, guest speaker,
Eric Goldstein, in conversation with Rabbi Soloveichik on “Paris, Israel
and a World in Crisis: The Future of Judaism and of Europe”

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Children’s Library
ASSIGNED JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Syna-
gogue

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Bernard Turiel and contribu-
tor Angela Salas in honor of Sam Cohen’s 88th birthday

INTIMATE LUNCHEON WITH ERIC GOLDSTEIN | Following Kiddush |
For Registered Guests | Thank you to the sponsors of our shabbat with
Eric Goldstein (see inside)

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Rabbi Hidary
3:30 pm | For high school students | Held at the Hidary home at 1 W
85th St Apartment GA

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND PIRKEI ABOT SHIUR | Rabbi Soloveichik on
the topic “Rembrandt's Rabbi: Menasseh ben Israel and the Artist Ex-
plain our Parasha” | 3:30 pm | The fall semester is sponsored by Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:10 pm
KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary
HABDALAH | 5:01 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sundays 8:00 AM, Mon-Thur. 7:15 AM;
Evenings: Sunday - Thursday: 6:30 PM (Arbit only)




