CHOIR SELECTIONS THIS SHABBAT

Friday Night (12/21)
V°Shameru (p. 166) | Leon Kramer

Public Tours Parnas Office Hours
Our next public tour is Louis Solomon would be delighted to
Wednesday, meet with you. Please schedule a visit at
January 9, at 11:00 AM parnas@shearithisrael.org.

DEBAR TORAH: THE TWELVE SIGNS: PROPHECY AND BLESSING COMBINED
— HAZzAN RABBI IRA ROHDE —

In Parashat Vayhee, Jacob seems to combine into one the giving of blessings and the tell-
ing of future portents, the two functions of priest and prophet, respectively. In 48:9, Jacob says
“take them [Menashe and Ephraim] unto me that [ may bless them, ”and in 48:15 and 20 he is
dearly giving a blessing. And yet in v. 21, Jacob seems to be switching somewhat into prophe-
¢y, and i’s not quite clear whether Jacob is blessing the people that God should return them
to the land of their fathers or whether he is predicting that God will return them to the land of
their fathers. By 49:1 Jacob is cleatly prophesying: “And Jacob called to his children, saying
gather yourselves and 1 shall tell you that which shall befall you in the end of the days.”” And yet the
prophesy for all of the tribes ends clearly in a blessing for Joseph in v. 24-26, and the end of
this whole prophecy seems to refer retroactively t all of the preceding as a blessing, giving this
curious explanation in 49:28: “Al these [pertain to] the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their
Jather spoke to them and blessed them, each man accordiing to bis blessing did e bless them.”

Rashi (49:28) asks the obvious question: “But aren’t there those among them whom he
didn’t bless but rather vexed [with a chiding or curse]?” The answer would seem to be that
prophecy and blessing, as well as cursing; are interwoven functions and not fully distinguisha-
ble, as we see most famously in the story of the prophet Balaam. The curious way Menashe
and Ephraim are blessed also seems to have to do with Jacob giving a “blessing” which is a
true and appropriate prophesy of their future destiny. On his deathbed Jacob is both the
patriarch dispensing the blessings of his heritage as well as the blind seer whose eyes bear
weighty portents. And if we look carefully, back at Abraham and Isaac, as well as forward to all
the prophets thereafter, we see these functions combined and working in tandem.

What can we make of this combination of blessing and prophecy into one? And indeed,
what are to make of the individual expressions, likening the tribes to animals, often seeming to
curse them or predict a bad end? The key seems to be in this final expression “each man ac-
cording to his blessing” In the past, in comments on Parashat Vayiggash, I gave a sympathetic
Jewish hearing to Joseph the Astrologer’s reading of his family constellation. Here I'd also
borrow from astrology to explain that there are several different personality types. These per-
sonalities define individuals, but they may define more collective entities such as tribes and
peoples, as well. These “personality types” and their signs often hold the key to their destiny,
and the proper fulfillment of the virtuous potential inherent in their personality often holds
the key to their reaching their fullest blessing and happiness. Astrologers traditionally allow for
many different types of personalities, with different characteristics and a multitude of different
healthy and sick trajectories for each.

We as Jews must be careful not to take an excessively deterministic approach to astrology,
but the basic understanding that personality type usually is destiny can be understood. It is
notable that the twelve tribes correspond, like the astrological types, to the twelve months of
the year and the twelve signs of the zodiac. The animals used may not be the same ones used
in other cultures, the typology of the personality may not match up with other astrologjcal
systemns, but the gist of it may be the same as in other astrological systems. The twelve tribes
subdivide into clans, many with their own personalities, without necessarily an astrological
reference, but the subdivision by genealogy may compare to subdivision by further astrologi-
cal signs. I often note that today’s synagogues use symbols of the twelve tribes as a reaction in
place of the twelve signs of the zodiac which often adorned older Jewish religious structures,
but that in fact they may amount to the same thing. In encompassing twelve (or thirteen)
tribes, like the Greek amphictyony, there is an encompassing of a universe of personality types
and characters, each with his own flagship characters, the development of which leads to its
fulfillment in blessing or the frustration of which leads to failure, vexation, and curse. In this
universe of personality and character, virtue, vice, blessing, and curse, as well as the successes

and failures which character and its types prophetically portend, are indeed combined.
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:13 pm

EVENING SERVICES | 4:15 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Soloveichik | “When WeWork Doesn’t
Work™ | 2018-2019 season sponsored by the Julis family.

MORNING SERVICES | Main Sanctuary | 8:15 am

Conclusion of Sefer Bereshit: When the Reader reaches the final verse of
Parashat Vayhee, the congregation stands and immediately says:
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Be strong and let us be strengthened — Be strong, and let your heart take
courage, all ye that hope for the LORD.

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room
YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JUNIOR CONGREGATION | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

TALK | Rabbi Soloveichik

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by the Neumark family, in
memory of Debby Neumark.

SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR WILL RETURN NEXT WEEK.

EVENING SERVICES | 4:05 pm
HABDALA | 4:58 pm
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