REMEMBERING BAGHDAD—
Between the Tigris and the Hudson:

The Iraqi Jewish Community and Shearith Israel
Featuring Mr. Ezra Zilkha and other Shearith Israel members
Sunday, December 16 | Following 6:30 pm Evening Services
Come to Shearith Israel for an unforgettable evening to hear about
Jewish life in Baghdad, from the cultured, progressive, and
cosmopolitan city to the tragedy of the Farhud, from the unprecedent-
ed IDF Airlift operation Ezra ¢ Nehemiah to the horrible Baghdad
hangings of 1969. Hear firsthand accounts of life in Baghdad from
Jews who lived through it. For more infor-
mation, contact Z. Edinger at
zedinger@shearithisrael.org.

Public Tours
Our next public tour is
Wednesday, November 14, at
11:00 AM

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to
meet with you. Please schedule a visit at
parnas@shearithisrael.org.

DEBAR TORAH: S - *T® CRY (BUT ONLY A LITTLE)
— Z.. EDINGER, SHAMASH —

Out of the more than 300,000 letters in the Torah, a few letters are special
and unusually written. One of these special letters occurs in the second verse
of this week’s parasha (Gen. 23:2.)
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Abrabam came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.

The letter kafin the word “velivkotah” ~ - (and to weep for ker) iswritten
smaller than the rest. Many explanations for this unusual letter have been giv-
en. Most believe that the small kaf'indicates that Abraham’s weeping for Sa-
rah was contained or diminished in some way. These explanations vary great-
ly, however, as to why Abraham’s weeping was minimized. Perhaps because
Sarah was very elderly and had lived a long and full life, perhaps because Abra-
ham had taken another wife. Another explanation is that the small 44findi-
cates that men do not know how to cry very much (as opposed to women who
were sometimes hired to wail at funerals.) Yet another explanation claims that
Sarah died because of the ordeal of Akedat Yizhak and Abraham minimized his
crying so people should not think he was responsible for causing Sarah’s death.
All of these explanations interpret the diminished 44fas an indication that
Abraham’s weeping was minimized.

Another explanation given is that the diminished 4af hints that Abraham
and Sarah had a daughter! For if you remove the letter 4af - the remaining
letters spell “ulbitah”— S * *—twhich would render the verse: Abrabam
mourned for Sarah and her daughter (sce: Baba Bathra 16b).

Ultimately, none of the explanations given are particularly satisfying and we
are left to wonder why this k4f'should be written so unusually.

There are several extant lists of the large and small letters in the Torah.
These lists can be found in Masekhet Soferim, Midrash Akiva ben Yosefand the
medieval masoretic work Sefer Okhlah veOkblah. These lists however do not
always conform with one another. So too, the ancient manuscripts of the To-
rah, such as the Aleppo Codex, Leningrad Codex, and others, together with the
text of the Mikraot Gedolot do not always agree with one another as to which
letters especially large or small.

Almost all modern sifrei torah have a diminished 4afin our verse, including
the sefer we read from this shabbat. Interestingly Shearith Israel’s oldest sefer,
the K.K.T.T. scroll, which came to NY from Amsterdam during the early
years of our congregation, and which was probably written in Italy during the
16th century, does not appear to have a diminished Aafat all!

(continued on inside panel)

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL

Year of Years Celebration
CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL

The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue

Shabbat Haye Sarah
November 2-3, 2018

Hertz Pentateuch: p. 80; Haftarah p. 90
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 100; Haftarah p. 1066

#SolidarityShabbat

This Shabbat’s lectures are dedicated to the victims of Pittsburgh.
CANDLE LIGHTING | 5:33 pm
EVENING SERVICES | 5:30 pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Soloveichik | “The Mysterious Origin
of ‘Shabbat Shalom™ | Sponsored this week by Chavie Kahn ¢ Heshy
Kofman in commemoration of the nahala of Chavie’s father, R. Solomon
Kahn, and in memory of the victims in Pittsburgh. 2018-2019 season
sponsored by the Julis family.

MORNING SERVICES | Main Sanctuary | 8:15 am

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room
JUNIOR CONGREGATION WITH A TORAH READING | 10:30 am |
Little Synagogue | Featuring our PTTS Hebrew School students
LECTURE | Rabbi Soloveichik | “The Embrace: A Religious Reflection
on the Meaning of an Image”

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

PTTS & YOUNG FAMILIES LUNCHEON | Elias Room | for registered guests

SHABBAT AFTERNOON CLASS | Rabbi Soloveichik | 4:25 pm |
“Between Hebron and Jerusalem” | Levy Auditorium
EVENING SERVICES | 5:25 pm
HABDALA | 6:19 pm
Clocks turn back one hour on Saturday night.
Rosh Hodesh Kislev begins on Wednesday evening.

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 am | Monday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings (Arbit only): Sunday-Thursday: 6:30 pm (note new time)

Central Park West at 70th Street, New York City ® www.shearithisrael.org



