JEWISH EDUCATION AT SHEARITH ISRAEL IN 5779

To sponsor a single class or an entire semester, visit
shearithisrael.org/sponsoraclass.

WEEKLY CLASSES:
Saadiah Gaon's Book of Beliefs and Opinions
Rabbi Sjimon den Hollander | Sundays | 8:45-9:45 am

Entering the Land: The Book of Joshua
Rabbi David Silber | Sundays through December 23
10:00 -11:30 am

(Tuition is $275, bus FREE [N

DEBAR TORAH: TRIBAL LITERATURE AND THE FOUNDING OF NATIONS
— RABBI IRA ROHDE, HAZZAN —

The saga told of Abraham and his family relations and connections convey many implicit mes-
sages, of mixed types of character, to the reader. The story of Sodom, and of Lot and his descend-
ants in particular, is complex, with many implications, both for the good and the bad, implied.
On the one hand, Lot and his descendants are a tribal people who are not only close relatives of
Abraham, a nephew for whom Abraham took special responsibility after Lot’s father died. Later
on in the Bible, despite conflict, Moab especially, as well as Ammon, continue to be thought of as
closely-related peoples. And history has borne out the closeness of these relations: Ancient Moab-
ite inscriptions are written in a language which is basically a form of Israelite Hebrew. Now, Lot
seems to be criticized for originally having chosen to setde in the rich southern deep-valley plain
around the wicked city of Sodom and for dwelling in the city of Sodom. But at the same time,
Lot and his family are much preferred to the men of Sodom, Gomorrah, and the other cities of
the vicinity. One ambiguity is whether Lot was saved due to his own merit or whether that was
purely God’s favor due to Abraham’s merit, but the text does seem to be saying that Lot had some
considerable merit of his own, and contrasts him with Sodom. Of course, Lot originally came to
that vicinity to provide room for his flocks; Lot is not a native city-dweller, but rather from a tribal
pastoral background. This makes him unlike the original “Canaanite” people of the Sodom re-
gion, who seem not organized by tribe, but rather as “Cities of the Valley Plain,” each city with its
own king and cultivated fields. Lot’s attempt to give hospitality and protect his visitors seems
portrayed genuinely, and, at the same time, mockingly. The treatment of Lot’s daughters in the
story goes even further in the confusingly “mixed” implications for the history of Israel with Am-
mon and Moab. Lot’s daughters clearly claim a strong sense of tribal loyalty, unlike Sodom. Trib-
alists are known for the hospitality and protection they offer to guests from the outside, unlike city
dwellers, for whom rights are only due to their fellow citizens. And yet that claimed loyalty of the
daughters to their father is, at the same time, being mocked, pethaps in the offer to exchange
them for the visitors, and surely in the story of the birth and naming of Moab and Ammon.

Another group of tribal pastoralists, prominent in our Parasha and those following, again con-
sidered as direct relatives of Abraham, are the children of Hagar and the other wives of Abraham,
and here again, there are mixed positive and negative messages. Overall, even though tribal groups
often don’t get along; there is a general respect for the tribal organization of Abraham’s relatives,
over and against the kings of city-states, whether of Sodom, the cities of the Canaanites, or in the
story told here of the “King of Gerar,” a city-state of the Philistines. At the end of our Parasha, yet
another related tribal people with pastoralist origins on Israel’s northeast border is referred to: the
children of Abraham’s brother Nahor, who seem to be seen as the ancestors of the Syrians/
Arameans. And again the reader is given mixed messages: Rebecca will be Isaac’s wife, and Laban’s
daughters Jacobs wives. Laban is our relative, and the daughters of Aram are preferred to those of
the Canaanites. Laban “helps” both Eliezer as well as Jacob, and Jacob even makes a pact with
Laban. Yet Laban’s trustworthiness is deeply suspect.

Although there were, doubtess, stories told among tribal groups, our Torah is perhaps the
first written version of such stories to have appeared. All written literature prior to the Torah
seems to have been geared to the needs of city-states and empires. The Torah itself seems to bear
this out, naming the great cities built by Nimrod and others, not the wibes or peoples they orga-
nized, by and large. Where there were “peoples” involved, it meant that they were empires subju-
gated by the great cities. Interestingly, it is first among the Israelites and their neighbors, who de-
scribe themselves as organizing tribally, as peoples held together by blood-ties, do the first truly
national bodies of literature emerge. And Israel’s Bible, perhaps the first expanded body of nation-
al literature to have ever existed, cemented Israel’s existence as perhaps the first true nation.
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 5:42 pm

EVENING SERVICES | 5:45 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Soloveichik | “Shabbat and the Trans-
Siberian Railway” | Sponsored this week by the Bengio Misrahi Family in
memory of their grandparents, Henri Misrahi and Rachel and Amram
Bengio. 2018-2019 season sponsored by the Julis family.

MORNING SERVICES | Main Sanctuary | 8:15 am

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JUNIOR CONGREGATION | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

LECTURE | Rabbi Soloveichik | “The British Are Coming! Rosh Hashanah 1776 ”
This Lecture is part of Rabbi Soloveichik’s Year of Years Lecture Series

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

SHABBAT AFTERNOON CLASS | Rabbi Soloveichik | 4:35 pm | “The
Akeidah and Us” | Levy Auditorium

EVENING SERVICES | 5:35 pm

HABDALA | 6:29 pm

Weekday Service Times

Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 am | Monday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings: Sunday-Thursday: 5:45 pm (note new time)

Public Tours
Our next public tour is
Wednesday, November
14, at 11:00 AM

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to
meet with you. Please schedule a visit at
parnas@shearithisrael.org.
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