Tu B’Shebat Shiur

Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Tuesday, January 30
7:00 pm
Rabbi Soloveichik will deliver a

shiur dedicated to the themes of Tu
B'Shebat. Tasty Tu B'Shebat treats will be served.

For sponsorship opportunities for this public lecture, visit
shearithisrael.org/tu-bshebat-shiur.

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to
meet with you. Please schedule a visit
at parnas@shearithisrael.org.

Our next public tour
is Wednesday,
February 14

DEBAR TORAH: HARDENING PHAROAH’S HEART
i BY Z. EDINGER —
1 shall harden Pharaoh's heart, that I may multiply My signs and My
wonders in the land of Egypt. - Exodus 7:3

One of the more puzzling aspects of the Exodus story is the repeated hardening
of Pharaoh’s heart. Several times Pharaoh appears to agree to release the Israelites,
but God hardens his heart and additional plagues are unleashed against Egypt.
Many commentators are troubled by theological issues of divine punishment and
free will implicated by this.

To reach a more complete understanding of what is meant by the hardening of
Pharaoh’s heart we must examine the biblical narrative in an Egyptian context and
see how Egyptians understood the role of the Aeart in the judgement of man.

Among the maxims in the Instructions of Ptah-Hotep (c. 2300 BCE) we find:

That which is desired by god is obedience; disobedience is abhorred by god. It
is the heart that makes its master obey or disobey. The life, prosperity, and
health of a man is his heart.

Here, the heart is described as that part of man which determines his moral
quality. A person's heart therefore is the perfect vessel by which to judge a man’s
righteousness.

‘The Egyptian Book of the Dead describes what is known as the Weighing of the
Heart Ceremony. After death, a person was led to judgment and their heart placed
on one side of a scale and on the other side was placed a feather of Maat (truth).

The deceased then had to recite a list of 42
negative confessions (“/ have not sinned by
theft’ etc.). If a person’s heart was true it
would balance with the feather of Maar. The
deceased would be judged righteous and led

by the god Osiris into eternal life. If, howev-
er, the heart was heavier than the feather—
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heart would be eaten by the devourer, and they would never achieve the afterlife.

Over time, Egyptians developed the use of a magical amulet to protect them-
selves from the threat posed by the testimony of the heart. A polished heart scarab
was inscribed with a special incantation. The spell read (in part) “Do not contradict
me with the Judges, do not act against me with the gods...do not make my name stink
to the gods who made mankind.” The stone scarab was then wrapped together with
physical heart and placed inside the mummy’s chest. In this way the heart was
bound (hardened) and unable to testify against its master. Thousands of these
scarabs have been found.

This then is the Egyptian context of our biblical narrative. When God hardens
Pharaoh’s heart and makes Pharaoh’s heart heavy (Ex. 9:34)—He is judging Phar-
aoh to be a sinner. Pharaoh was considered to be a deity—a manifestation of
Egyptian gods Ra and Osiris, and consequently seen as righteous and perfect. But
God hardens Pharaoh’s heart, revealing Pharaoh to be human and imperfect.

This act, together with the ten plagues, can be seen as a polemic upending the
Egyptian pantheon (with Pharaoh as the head of that pantheon) and demonstrat-
ing that the Israelite God is the true ruler of the universe:

“And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out My hand over
Egypt and bring out the Israelites from their midst.” Ex 7:5

“Then I will stiffen Pharaoh’s heart and he will pursue them, that I may gain glory
through Pharaoh—S | » S ¥ * Lan¥ all his host; and the Egyptians shall know
that I am the LORD.” Ex. 14:4
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:32 pm

MINHAH & ARBIT | 4:30 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “The Shabbat
Snowman in Jerusalem” | 2017-2018 season sponsored by the Julis

family.

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Main Sanctuary

TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am
| Fidanque Youth Room

YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am

| Elias Room

JUNIOR CONGREGATION WITH A TORAH READING | Ages 5-12 |
10:30 | Little Synagogue

LECTURE | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “Talk Like An Egyptian:
Using Egyptology to Understand Exodus”

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Suzanne Stern &
Sjimon den Hollander in honor of Orah Meisels becoming a Bat
Mitzvah.

SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | 3:30 pm |
“Korban Pesah: A New Approach” | Levy Auditorium

MINHAH & ARBIT | 4:25 pm

HABDALAH | 5:18 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings:
Sunday & Monday: 8:00 am
Tuesday-Friday: 7:15 am
Evenings:

Sunday-Thursday (Arbit only): 6:30 pm
Rosh Hodesh Shebat will be this Tuesday evening, January 16.
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