COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS— PART 2

Thank you and best of luck to our 2015-2016 Shabbat youth
group leaders, Shayna and Gideon Stein. You made Shabbat
mornings fun, educational, and safe for our younger members and
guests. We wish you the best of luck in your future endeavors and
hope you come back to visit.

We look forward to welcoming our new youth group leader,
Rachel Schaulewicz, who will be starting next Shabbat, June 18,
Learn more about Rachel in next week’s emails and

Shabbat handout.

Girls Reading of Megillat Ruth
Hazakot U’beruhot to our Girls Megillat Ruth Readers:

Susan A., Matea Frieber, Cherish Greenberg, Honor
Greenberg, Aimee Hidary, Olalla Levi, Simone Lipschutz,
Ariella Lopez, Cecilia Roberts, Daniella Roberts, Barbara

Sasson, Ruthie Sherizen, Bailey Stein, Flora Tauber,
Neta Wiznia

Thank you to our Kiddush luncheon sponsors
Sponsors:
Laury Frieber
Ronit and Andres Lopez
The Solomon Family

Supporters:
Anonymous
Bruce Greenberg and Family
Joy and Bruce Roberts
Ari and Jodie Sherizen
Adele and Ronald Tauber
Rivka and Marc Wiznia

Contributors:
Lauren and Sammy Flaks
Faith Fogelman
Yael Cycowicz and Matthew Kaplan
Debby and Melvin Neumark

Thank you to Mrs. Lisa Rohde for her diligent and capable work

on this cherished annual tradition.

Getting Into Formation:
The Greatest Miracle of the Torah
Rabbi Ira Rohde, Hazzan
My great professor at Yeshiva University, Harvey A.
Sober, Ph.D., Ta Shih, in his karate classes, was famous for
his sardonic comment that “the greatest miracle of the To-
rah” occurs in these three opening Parashiyot of Be-
midbar: “Imagine, Moses got all these Jews to stand in a
straight line!” The comment was usually made either at the
start of class or when we were preparing to practice our ka-
ta, our “form,” when the entire class was expected to line
up “in formation.” So, since I've had no other military-
type experience, these opening sections about numbers of
soldiers lining up by troop (or tribe) in proper formation
with their formal banners will either remind me of high
school marching band (with color guard) or karate class.
We Jews are hard to get or keep in line. Our minori-
ty status in the countries of our exile has taught us more
about how to survive despite being “out of step” with the
mainstream of society than how to be “in step” with our
own society; perhaps that is the source of our insistent indi-
vidualism. We forget that getting into “formation” is mi-
raculous, working its magic in more than one way: What
was once a rag-tag collection of individuals has now been
“formed” into an ordered, single, disciplined, law-abiding
unit. The greatest miracle of the Torah truly was: the
“formation” of a ragtag, undisciplined collection of slaves
into a nation committed to preserving its freedom and the
freedom of its citizens: My teacher’s sardonic comment ac-
tually reveals something quite profound. That is, perhaps,
why the great miraculous revelation of the giving of the
Torah on Shabuot is read in the midst of these early parts
of Bemidbar which stress the much more ordinary but no
less profound “miracle” of getting into “formation.”

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL

5o s The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue

Shabbat Bemidbar and Shabu‘ot 5776
June 10-13, 2016
Shabbat Torah and Haftarah Readings

Hertz Pentateuch: Torah Reading: p. 568; Haftarah: p. 582
Kaplan Living Torah: Torah Reading: p. 654; Haftarah: p. 1182

SHABBAT SCHEDULE

CANDLE LIGHTING | 8:08 pm
MINHAH | 6:45 pm

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Hidary will

deliver a seminar on the topic “Revealing the Oral Law: Three
Responses to the Karaites”

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium
YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue
GRADUATION KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | See separate scroll
of honor for sponsors and list of graduates

MINHAH/ARBIT | 8:00 pm
KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary
SHABBAT ENDS/FESTIVAL EVE CANDLE LIGHTING | 9:09 pm

EVE OF SHABU' OT

MISHMARA (LATE NIGHT STUDY SESSION) | Rabbi Soloveichik
will deliver a lecture on the topic “When Jews Owned Slaves: An
Often Untold Tale of History, Ritual and Jewish Law” | 11:30
pm | Sponsored by Nicole and Raanan Agus and by

Janegail Orringer and James Kahn

See entire Shabu' ot schedule inside

Weekday Service Times
Morning: Tues-Fri.: 7:15 AM
Evenings: Tues — Thursday: 6:45 PM (Minhah & Arbit)







