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Many of the laws given in Kedoshim are iterated
elsewhere, say, in the Mishpatim portion of Exodus or in the
Re'eh and Shofetim sections of Deuteronomy. In Mishpa-
tim we are to follow the laws out of gratitude to God who
freed us and gave us laws and a political order to preserve our
freedom. In Deuteronomy, we are told to keep God’s laws
out of devotion to His loyalty to us, seeking His blessing and
reward, and avoiding punishment. But in Leviticus we are
bidden to do the commandments in order to seek God’s
goodwill. To do that, we must do that which accords with
God’s very nature, to be holy because God Himself is Holy,
and to abhor what God Himself abhors. A kind of perfec-
tionistic attention to details of proper aesthetics, etiquette,
attitude, and intent are key. The seeking of God’s goodwill
commands us to go far beyond the letter of what any partic-
ular law could mandate, and yet we learn from the sacrificial
context how basic and foundational it is. Perhaps Rashi’s
medical metaphor is appropriate after all, because in tying all
laws to the sacrifice of an animal, a complex organism, we
see how all of the laws of the Torah are supposed to fit into
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Life and Death Hang in the Delicate Balance of Favor
Rabbi Ira Rohde, Hazzan

The double portion of the Torah read this week con-
tains the widest variety of laws listed anywhere. But Leviticus
brings a much more intensifying perspective to laws found else-
where. It's not merely, to paraphrase Rashi's parable at the be-
ginning of our parasha, that a patient is more likely to take the
advice of a doctor who can point to an example of someone
who died as the result of ignoring his prescriptions. It's not
merely that Nadab and Abihu have died, but rather, in an exis-
tentialist sense, precisely because they have died for an offence
so trifling. According to Rashi, the peshat interpretation is that
Nadab and Abihu died simply because their offering was unau-
thorised and unbidden. It not only failed to curry favor and
propitiate God; it led to the most vehement and violent rejec-
tion of the offerants. Sacrifice must above all else be a matter of
beseeching God's goodwill. Any undue attempt to influence the
Divine smacks of sorcery and theurgy, of trying to force God's
hand. There is a fine distinction between Queen Esther, who
acknowledges her place and delicately seeks the King's favor,
and Haman, who behind the king’s back boasts of his power to
tip the king's hand. But that keeping that delicate distinction,
that fine balance, is literally a matter of life and death: That's a
lesson we learn most especially from the sacrificial system, where
the connections between life and death, growth and corruption
must be ever so carefully and delicately handled. In order to
have fresh, life-giving meat, man must slaughter and kill, keep
the meat from contamination, cook and store his food. It is a
life-giving process fraught with the dangers of death, and the
only way for man to avoid those dangers is to acknowledge and
admit his own lowly place in this: Life, strength, and growth are
gratis gifts bestowed by God which man does not own, control,
or deserve. Clean, freshly-slaughtered meat gives life; carrion,
unclean and putrid meat brings death. Some forms of death and
blood are life-giving and purifying; others bring on defilement,
disease, and further death.
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Hertz Pentateuch: p. 480 ; Haftarah p. 511
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 7:39 pm
MINHAH | 6:45 pm

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary
SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Z. Edinger delivers a

seminar on the topic “* _ ¥ " 1 Wheré Trdth and
Kindness Meet: The Hebra Hased vaAmet, a Living History
of Caring for the Dead”

TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 |
10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am |
Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION WITH TORAH READING | Ages 5-
12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | Co-sponsored by the

Hebra Hased Va Amet and by Juan Mesa-Freydell in

honor of Zachary Edinger upon bis recent engagement

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR
| Rabbi Ira Rohde on the topic “Ironies of Abot” | 6:35 pm
| Levy Auditorium | Spring semester is sponsored anonymous-
ly in memory of Irma Cardozo

MINHAH/ARBIT | 7:35 pm
HABDALAH | 8:38 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 AM, Monday-Friday: 7:15 AM

Evenings (Minhah & Arbit): Sunday— Thursday: 6:30 PM




