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Those surprises that emerge from beneath the surface reach our souls
because they exist on the same plane. When we learn to allow ourselves
to be open to the possibilities of life’s stunning path, hope is present and
we come to know, beyond simple belief, from the countless precedents
of its kind, that the world will not falter and that, while the course it
takes to reach its destiny may meander in dubious ways, it will reach its
noblest goals.

In this same vein, we, after a great deal of wandering, have

come home to our land as a sovereiin nation. It has been a long and

Shabuot Public Lecture
Delivered by Rabbi Soloveichik
Tuesday, May 30, 11:00 PM
Rabbi Soloveichik will deliver another
intriguing lecture at what has become a prime
Shabuot learning destination on the Upper
West Side. After the talk, guests are encouraged
to enjoy some cheesecake! To sponsor go to
shearithisrael.org/shabuot-public-lecture

Girls Megillat Ruth Reading
Wednesday, May 31 | 11:30 am

On the First Day of Shabuot, after musaf, the girls of the syna-
gogue chant the Book of Ruth for the congregation in the Main

Sanctuary. Any girl who can read Hebrew and wants to partici-
pate should contact Mrs. Lisa Rohde at lirohde-csi@yahoo.com.
Afterwards, the congregation joins together for a Kiddush in the
their honor. To sponsor the Kiddush, go to shearithisrael.org/girls

-book-ruth-reading.

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to meet with you.
Please schedule a visit at parnas@shearithisrael.org.

Our Next Public Tour is:
Wednesday, May 10 at 11:00 am

Surface Tension
Rabbi Joseph Dweck

Senior Rabbi of the S&P Sephardi Community of the UK

A veneer can be powerful in drawing our attention away from what lies
beneath its surface. As a boy growing up in Los Angeles, one of my favourite
places to visit was Universal Studios. At the time, Universal conducted a
small tour of their lots on which they had built movie sets and used special
effects in order to create amazing visual images on film. One of the most
shocking parts of the tour for me the first time I visited occurred when we
drove down what looked like a suburban road with houses all along it, only
to turn the corner and find that they were not houses at all, but facades. Like
most people, I fell for the visual trick because I only looked at the outer
presentation and accepted that they were houses because they looked as if
they were. It was an experiential lesson that helped me remember that outer
layers conceal other hidden realities, and that what is beyond the surface can
be quite different from what one might expect it to be.

This week we read of a condition called Sara’at that would manifest on
one’s skin, essentially, a discolouration of sorts. Sara’at brought with it sever-
al meanings and messages that are outlined both in the verses of the parasha
and the rabbinic writings. Among these is the lesson I first learned at Univer-
sal Studios. The surface, in this case one’s skin, only expresses a certain layer
of truth. There are other elements of truth that run beneath the surface that
might require more than just a look in order to discover them.

When Sara’at erupted on one’s skin, it indicated that the thin ve-
neer of the skin concealed underlying elements that had found their way to
the surface. It was a reminder to look beyond the exterior and see a deeper
reality.

This week’s haftara expands on the theme with a story. Elisha, the
prophet, prophesied that a heavy famine would end within twenty-four
hours and that there would be such an abundance of grain that a bag of fine
flour would sell for only a shekel. There were sceptics to this prophecy, be-
cause on the surface there was no apparent way for this to happen, but there
are undercurrents to reality that drive it in ways we would never anticipate
given the perceived circumstances. The prophecy did come to pass in the
most unexpected way.

The parasha and haftara teach us that there is more that is at work
in the world than we initially perceive. Events occur and have occurred that
defy imagination. When seen from a panoramic perspective, the world re-
veals astonishing twists and turns that quickly become assimilated into mat-
ter-of-fact realities. For years the idea that the Berlin Wall could fall was
unthinkable. The thought of Communist Russia crumbling was no more
than a dream. But it happened, in unexpected ways, as did many such events
throughout history.

Life is so much more than what we see and know with our surface
perceptions. Beneath it all flows the force of the Creator. It powers Creation
and drives it in directions that are so surprising and serendipitous that they
cause us to laugh and cry at the unexpected beauty.
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CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL

The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue

Shabbat Tazria-Metsora
April 28-29, 2017

Hertz Pentateuch: p. 460 ; Haftarah p. 477
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 556 ; Haftarah p. 1160

CaNDLE LIGHTING | 7:31 pm
MINHAH | 6:45 pm

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik
delivers a lecture on the topic “Lincoln, the Jewish
Telegrapher, and the Haftarah: An Incredible and Un-
known Story from the Civil War”

ToT SHABBAT WITH L1z AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00
am | Levy Auditorium

YourH Grours wiTH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am |
Elias Room

Jr. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Syna-
gogue

KippusH | Levy Auditorium

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR |
Rabbi Soloveichik on the topic “The Cistern and the
Spring: The Two Greatest Students of Rabbi Yohanan Ben
Zakai” | 6:25 pm | Levy Auditorium | Spring semester is
sponsored anonymously in memory of Irma Cardozo

MINHAH/ARBIT | 7:25 pm
HaBpALAH | 8:32 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 AM, Monday-Friday: 7:15 AM
Evenings (Minhah & Arbit): Sunday— Thursday: 6:30 PM




