A Note About Our Weekly Dibrei Torah
Our Debar Torah this week is written by Rabbi Harris
Guedalia. Over the course of this year, in addition to
our Shearith Israel cast of writers, we will expose you to
guest Debar Torah contributors from other Spanish and
Portuguese communities around the world.
Thank you Rabbi Guedalia for this week’s excellent
Debar Torah!

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hazakim U’berukhim to Marc & Beth Bengualid upon
being Guests of Honor at the American Friends of Reuth
dinner on Thursday, December 8, at the St. Regis Hotel.
Reuth is one of Israel's most outstanding social service
and healthcare facilities.

We mourn the loss of our member and Honorary Trustee
Jack Rudin. Condolences to his wife, Susan Rudin.

Great Opportunity—
Pay Next Year’s Membership Dues at This Year’s Rates!

Members, pre-pay your 2017-2018 dues at current rates. If
we receive your payment by check postmarked before De-

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to meet with you.
Please schedule a visit at parnas@shearithisrael.org.

Our next public tour is:
Wednesday, December 14 at 11:00 am

Vayetze
Rabbi Harris Guedalia* (with Hershel Sennet)

Our forefather Jacob first married Leah and then, seven years lat-
er, he married Rachel. Rabbi Obadya Yosef notes that the seven
year gap was needed to ensure that each wedding was pleasurable.
Jacob and Leah desired their happy day. Jacob and Rachel de-
served their happy day too. But were Jacob’s courtships happy?
Were his huppot joyous?

Jacob’s seeking a wife begins with tears. Chapter 29, verse 11 tells
how when seeing Rachel for the first time, Jacob raised his voice
and wept. Rashi explains that he was sad because he had come
with empty hands. Jacob had no money, no dowry. In verse 13
when Jacob meets Laban, we read that Laban ran to meet him
and hugged and kisses him. Rashi explains Laban thought Jacob
must have money hidden on his person. Jacob had to explain to
Laban that he was forced to run away from his brother and there-
fore had no money. Seemingly both Jacob and Laban were sad.
Where then is the joy?

In chapter 28, Isaac instructs Jacob to go to Laban for a wife. In
verses 3-4 Isaac tells Jacob that God will bless him and that in
him will the promise of the land of Israel be kept. There is no
mention of money being sent with Jacob as a dowry. It seems
[saac is setting Jacob up for failure.

Perhaps the happiness begins with the great gift Jacob brought to
his future wives, his character. He had a sense of purpose. Jacob
knew his destiny was to receive the blessings of Abraham. He was
skilled and could overcome the challenges before him. This sense
of confidence was what he brought to his brides, a divine promise
and a personal skill set. Jacob was indeed a happy man.

Jacob’s weddings were joyous, not because of any expensive cele-
bration, but because of his sense of confidence, his sense of pur-
pose and his abilities. This is something we all share with him. We
have purpose and abilities, and the promise of Abraham. This
ability to maintain our Judaism in a conflicted world gives us con-
fidence — don’t worry, be happy.

Rabbi Harris Guedalia is the founder and director of the Gimmel Foun-
dation, an educational and social service organization serving Southern
Israel, centered in Kiryat Malachi. He is the son of the late Judah &
Selma Guedalia (and the uncle of our shamash, Zachariah Edinger.)
From 1963-1968 he served as Shearith Israel’s Assistant Minister.
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- ¢ The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue

Shabbat Vayetse
December 9-10, 2016

Hertz Pentateuch: p. 106; Haftarah p. 135
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 130; : Haftarah: see insert on p.1430

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:10 pm

MINHAH | 4:15 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Following evening services | Rabbi
Soloveichik gives a talk on the topic “Korea, Shabbat, and the
United Nations” | 2016-2017 season sponsored by the Julis Family

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik delivers a
sermon on the topic “Rembrandt and Rabbi Menasseh Study
Vayetse Together”

TOT SHABBAT WITH L1Z AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am
| Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias
Room

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue
KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND PIRKEI ABOT AFTERNOON SHIUR |
Rabbi Soloveichik on the topic “Yale, Yeshiva, and Urim Ve-
Tumim:

A Hanukkah Shiur” | 3:30 pm | Levy Auditorium | Fall semester
sponsored by Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:05 PM
HABDALAH | 4:55 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 AM, Monday-Friday: 7:15 AM,
Evenings (Arbit Only): Monday - Thursday: 6:30PM




