A Note About Our Weekly Dibrei Torah
Our Debar Torah this week is written by Rabbi Harris
Guedalia. Over the course of this year, in addition to our
Shearith Israel cast of writers, we will expose you to guest
Debar Torah contributors from other Spanish and Portuguese
communities around the world.
Thank you Rabbi Guedalia for this week’s excellent
Debar Torah!

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to the Shearith Israel Family:
Evelyn and Manny Gross
Susan and Roger Hertog

Judith and Isaac Sherman
Alexandra and Chalom Silber

Hazak U'barukh to many-time marathon participant, honorary
trustee, and esteemed nonagenarian member, Col. Jonathan
de Sola Mendes, on completing the NYC Marathon!

Shearith Israel Cufflinks
Did you see the fabulous sterling silver cufflinks we presented
to our gala honorees? You too can look like a CSI hero for only
$180 a pair. Treat yourself, a friend or loved one with a Ha-
nukkah gift. Order by December 8 at
shearithisrael.org/cufflinks

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to meet with you.
Please schedule a visit at parnas@shearithisrael.org.

Our next public tour is:
Wednesday, December 14 at 11:00 am

Lekh Lekha
Rabbi Harris Guedalia (with Hershel Sennett)

Rav Kook identified two Jewish ideals, the national and the spir-
itual: The land of Israel and The Torah. Below we will consider the origin
of these fundamentals.

Genesis 15, 1-8, God tells Abram ...”your reward is very great”.
Verse 5 explains, And He (God) took him (Abram) outside and said
“Look now toward heaven” ... Apparently this is the reward. Rashi points
out that the simple explanation of this verse is, God took him out of the
tent to see the stars. Rashi adds that according to the Midrash, God took
Abram away from his fate: As Abram and Sari your fate is not to have
children - but as Abraham and Sarah you will.

The conversation concludes in verse 8 . “There will be children
and these children will inherit this land’. This is the great reward. Only
the children of Abraham and Sarah will inherit this land.

But Abraham had other children with other women. With Ha-
gar, (Genesis 16,6) and with Ketorah (Genesis 25, 1.) Although these
children are also descendants of Abraham they have no share in the land.
In Genesis 7: 4-5, God tells Abram that he will be the father of many
nations, and that his name is now Abraham. Rashi adds that he will be
the father of the entire world. Biologically he will be the father of many
peoples, but spiritually he will influence the entire world.

What was Abraham’s universal message? Maimonides tells how
Abraham taught the message of one God to all people and wrote books
affirming this great principle and taught it to Isaac his son. This world
view was followed until the days of Egyptian slavery when many turned
away from monotheism. In consequence this tradition was given to Mo-
ses and the Jews only on Mount Sinai. Abraham taught God’s ways to
all, Moses only to the Jewish people.

The Rabbis understood that at times a Jew may have to decide
between these two values, land and Torah. It is taught a resident of Israel
may leave the land only for certain approved reasons. One is to study
Torah. The Torah has sustained us throughout history. We are blessed
that today we have the opportunity to do both.

Rabbi Harris Guedalia is the founder and director of the Gimmel Foun-
dation, an educational and social service organization serving Southern
Israel, centered in Kiryat Malachi. He is the son of the late Judah &
Selma Guedalia (and the uncle of our shamash, Zachariah Edinger.)

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL

-« The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue

Shabbat Lekh Lekha
November 11-12, 2016

Hertz Pentateuch: p. 45; Haftarah p. 60
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 52; : Haftarah p. 1058

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:23 pm

MINHAH | 4:30 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Following evening services | Rabbi
Soloveichik gives a talk on the topic “The Several Sabbaths of John
Quincy Adams” | 2016-2017 season sponsored by the Julis Family

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik

delivers a lecture on the topic “UNESCO and Us: Archacology,
Theology, and Jerusalem ”

WOMEN’S SERVICE (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Little Synagogue
TOT SHABBAT WITH LIZ AND SHANADE | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am |
Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS WITH RACHEL | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Fidanque
Auditorium

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Levy Auditorium
KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND PIRKEI ABOT AFTERNOON SHIUR |
Rabbi Soloveichik on the topic “Between Athens and Jerusalem:
Shimon the Righteous and Antigonus of Sokho” | 3:30 pm | Levy
Auditorium | Fall semester sponsored by Lewis Lipsey
MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:15 PM

HABDALAH | 5:08 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 AM, Monday-Friday: 7:15 AM
Evenings (Arbit Only): Monday - Thursday: 6:30PM







