Register now for PTTS Hebrew School
Early bird pricing ends June 1
Polonies Talmud Torah School, provides children and
teens, ages 3-16, with a substantive Jewish education in a
positive and engaging environment. Register at
shearithisrael.org/hebrewschool

Contribute to the PTTS Hebrew School
Scholarship Fund

We offer many scholarships to ensure that all qualified
applicants can receive a Jewish education. Please consider
sponsoring a student for an academic year or semester or

contributing to our Hebrew school scholarship fund

with a tax deductible contribution of any amount. Go

to shearithisrael.org/hebrew-school-scholarship-fund

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mazal 7o

Mazal Tob

Crime, Punishment, and Reputation
Rabbi Richard Hidary

“Hashem spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron who
died when they drew close to the presence of Hashem” (Leviticus 16:1).

The parasha opens with a reference to the death of two of
Aharon’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, on the day of the consecration of the
Mishkan. The verse includes just one detail, “they drew close to the pres-
ence of Hashem,” which prompts us to wonder what crime they commit-
ted that was so terrible to deserve immediate capital punishment. The sto-
ry presented back in Leviticus 10 provides only slight help in describing
their incense offerings as an improper “foreign fire.” Commentators ever
since have struggled to reconstruct the details of this cryptically concise
narrative.

Interestingly, there are two echoes of this story in the Prophets
that may help shed light on this story. The first is about Eli the Priest at
the Mishkan in Shilo who also has two sons who served in the Mishkan
but performed the most horrific sins. They would forcibly grab from wor-
shipers to come to the Mishkan any part of their animal sacrifice they
wanted, even prohibited parts and even before parts of it were offered on
the altar. They also would sleep with women who congregated in front of
the Mishkan, probably widows and poor people asking for charity and
vulnerable to predators. They acted with great insolence and impiety both
to people and to God (2 Samuel 2:12-22). Eli’s two sons, Hofni and
Phineas, were slain soon after in a war against the Philistines. The parallels
between the stories are striking: two chief priests whose two sons die be-
cause of improper behavior with sacrifices in the Mishkan.

A second intertext is that of Yerobam who builds two altars in the
North of Israel, in defiance of the Jerusalem Temple. He also has two
sons who die prematurely. The first named Abiah dies young from a sick-
ness. The second named Nadab reigns over the Northern Kingdom for
just two years and is then killed along with all of the descendants of Yero-
bam (1 Kings 14-15). The parallels to this story are equally striking:
While busy with consecrating the new altar, Aharon loses two sons named
Nadab and Abihu. Yerobam, in the act of building two new altars, loses
two sons with almost the exact same names: Abiah and Nadab.

If we read the later stories as commentaries on the earlier, we can
propose that there may be more behind the story of Aharon’s sons than
meets the eye. We do not know whether their misdeeds were motivated
by personal greed, like the sons of Eli, or whether their actions under-
mined national unity and religious interests, like Yerobam and his sons.
Either way, it is very significant that the Torah tells us only that they were
worthy of capital punishment but withholds the details of their actions.
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Hertz Pentateuch: Torah Reading: p. 480 ; Haftarah: p. 948
Kaplan Living Torah: Torah Reading: 584; Haftarah: p. 1262

CANDLE LIGHTING | 7:40 pm
MINHAH | 6:45 pm

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik will deliver a ser-
mon on the topic “Fellow Travelers: A Tale of American Soldiers and a
Jewish Businessman at an Irish Airport”

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Office

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Children’s Library

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue
CONGREGATIONAL KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Elias Room| Invited guests
in Levy Auditorium following B’nai Mitzvah Program | Sponsored by Liz
Edelman and Henry Lipschutz in honor of Jesse & Raphael becoming b'nai
mitzvah

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Rabbi Hidary | 6:35 pm | For high
school students | Held at the Hidary home, 1 W 85th St Apt. 6A

SPECIAL SHABBAT AFTERNOON LECTURE DURING WEEK OF YOM
HASHOA | Rabbi Soloveichik on the topic “The Jewish Gravestones of
Holland and the Extraordinary Story They Tell” | promptly at 6:35 pm
(NOT 6:45 as previously listed) | Co-sponsored by the Consulate General of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands with promotional support by the Anne Frank
Center and the New Amsterdam History Center

MINHAH/ARBIT | 7:35 pm
KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary
HABDALAH | 8:39pm

Weekday Service Times
Morning: Sunday: 8:00 AM; Mon-Fri.: 7:15 AM
Evenings: Sunday — Thursday: 6:30 PM (Minhah & Arbit)




