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animals. Why insert these halakhot, already taught in
different form earlier in the Torah, right after this story? And how
does it interact with the connection that the midrash makes, of the
mekallel and the Lechem haPanim?

The careful placement of these texts inform us that the
cursing of God, with its punishment of death, is parallel to the
killing of human life. With the mekallel story as a link, these ac-
tions are contrasted with the service in the Mishkan. Following all
of the laws of the Miskhan, the Kohanim, the vessels and the
avodah, can all be mistakenly viewed as intrinsically holy-- as
things to worship, instead of things to use in worship of God. If
one views them in this mistaken paradigm, one might think that
the worship of God is inherently physical, and thus it is the physi-
cal that elevates God, and it is also the physical that can denigrate
God. The mekallel, according to Vayikra Rabbah, makes this very
mistake. If God has to “eat cold bread” then certainly the avodab is
all a joke! What God would want that?!

In the mindset expressed by this portrayal of the mekallel,
the physical worship is given an undeserved focus. The core of our
avodah is not to emphasize the actual physicality of the rites. They
are portals to connect us to God, but they are not the destination
themselves. When one’s view of God and worship of God is funda-
mentally erroneous, the ramifications can lead one to misunder-
stand the relationship with other physical creatures as well. If one
can curse God for thinking He is disrespected by physical worship,
by eating cold bread, God is brought down to the level of Man.
When one believes that Man is equal with the Creator, then God’s
other creations become less important, are suddenly beneath that
person. This mistaken view can lead to the abuse and disregard for
the sanctity of the Other in one’s life. The verses warning against
taking another human’s life are inextricably bound with the way
we regard God, and the way we regard our worship of Him. When
God’s name is denigrated, so is human life. When God is elevated,
we elevate the lives of others living amongst us as well. The
mekallel reminds us how powerful our perspectives can be; warning
us against deprecation, and urging us towards elevation.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Ilana Gadish, our Yoezet Halakha, who is
joining us for services this Shabbat morning, has au-
thored this week’s debar torah, and will be introduced
and available to meet you in person during Kiddush

The Mekalel and his Neighbors: Midrashic Architecture
Ilana Gadish, Yoetzet Halakha

The Sages who authored the midrashim would have been great archi-
tects and interior designers. They are so often concerned with placement of
texts, why words or topics are arranged in certain ways, why certain portions
of the Torah are juxtaposed to others. Parashat Emor is a paradigmatic exam-
ple of unusual and perplexing placements of topics, and the accompanying
midrashic response. The parasha outlines the rules and restrictions of the Ko-
hanim in their service in the Mishkan, guidelines for bringing sacrifices, the
Shabbat and holiday offerings, the kindling of the Ner Tamid (eternal flame)
and Menorah lamp, and the twelve loaves of the Lechem Ha panim, the show-
bread. Immediately following the verses discussing the Lechem Ha panim, the
Torah relays the story of the mekallel- the blasphemer. What connection does
the mekallel have with the Lechem Ha panim?

Vayikra Rabbah, the aggadic midrash on the book of Vayikra, gives
three reasons for this peculiar juxtaposition, based on the opening words of
the sentence- “vayetze ben isha yisraelit -- and the son of an Israelite woman
went out - focusing on the word “vayetze -- went out” (Vayikra Rabbah
32:3). The midrash asks: ““Meheichan yatza? From where did he go out?” The
second of these three responses of the midrash reads as follows:

“He ‘went out’ from the section of verses in the Torah above, as it is

written ‘and iou shall take fine flour and bake it into twelve
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Hertz Pentateuch: Torah Reading: p. 513; Haftarah: p. 528
Kaplan Living Torah: Torah Reading: p. 610; Haftarah: p. 1172

CANDLE LIGHTING | 7:53 pm
MINHAH | 6:45 pm

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik will
deliver a Pirkei Abot shiur on the topic “From the Mishnah to
Moby Dick: The Coffins of Queequeg and Yohanan Ben Zakai”
TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium
YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION WITH TORAH READING | Ages 5-12 |
10:30 am | Little Synagogue

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by The Hebra Hased
VAmet

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Rabbi Hidary | 6:45 pm |
For high school students | Held at the Hidary home, 1 W 85th
St Apt. 6A

SHABBAT AFTERNOON PIRKEI ABOT SHIUR | Rabbi
Soloveichik on the topic, “A Terrible Translation: Why 'Pirkei
Abot' Does Not Mean 'Ethics of the Fathers'” | 6:45pm | Spring
semester sponsored by Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 7:45 pm
KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary
HABDALAH | 8:46 pm

Weekday Service Times
Morning: Sunday: 8:00 AM; Mon-Fri.: 7:15 AM
Evenings: Sunday — Thursday: 6:30 PM (Minhah & Arbit)




