Shiur By UWS Yoatzot Halakha
Followed by a Pre-Pesah Hat Sale
Sunday, April 10 | Held at Congregation Ramath Orah

The Ramath Orah Women's Circle and the Manhattan
Yoetzet Halacha Initiative present Ilana Gadish and Julia
Baruch speaking on the topic of: "What We Talk About

When We Talk About Talking: Talmudic Themes of Com-
munication and Sexuality." The speaking event will be fol-
lowed by a hat sale with a wide selection of hats and fasci-

nators by Hedy's Hats. Breakfast will be served.

10:00am- Breakfast Opens
10:30am- Yoatzot Speaking
11:15am-1:00pm- Hat Sale by Hedy's Hats
Co-sponsored by KJ, 5th Avenue, West Side Institutional,
Congregation Shearith Israel, The Jewish Center, Lincoln
Square, KRA, Downtown Synagogue Vaad, Ramath Orah

(continued from back) Leviticus 12:3 interrupts the impurity laws to
mention circumcision in order to teach that a boy’s entering into

the covenant throuih this iowerful ritual releases the mother from

Perashat Tazria': Postpartum Impurity
Rabbi Dr. Richard Hidary
Across ancient cultures, a mother who just gave birth is considered impure,
likely because of the life that just parted from her, the bodily fluids that she
lost, and the danger involved in childbearing. Modern medicine calls this state
postpartum depression, which usually subsides within a couple of weeks. It is
therefore not surprising that the Torah (Leviticus 12) prescribes rituals for
when and how to purify the new mother. What does require explanation, how-
ever, is the length of the waiting period. After giving birth to a boy, the mother
is impure for only seven days and is then pure for all purposes except that she
may not enter the sanctuary until the fortieth day. If she has a girl, then the
mother is impure for 14 days but must wait until the eightieth day to enter the
sanctuary. What is the source for these numbers and why should the number
of days for a girl be double those for a boy?
The earliest extant interpretation is found in the Book of Jubilees 3:8-12,
which connects this set of laws with the beginning of Genesis. It calculates that
Adam was created during the first week of creation while Eve was created dur-
ing the second week. It further adds, with slight scriptural support, that Adam
was kept in the land where he was created for forty days before being brought
to the Garden of Eden, while Eve waited for eighty days before entering the
Garden of Eden. This interpretation models the birth of every human to the
creation of primeval man and woman and further parallels the Tabernacle to
the Garden of Eden thus creating a cosmic bond between divine and human
creations. Jubilees concludes: “And for this reason the commandment is writ-
ten on the heavenly tablets in regard to her that gives birth.” For the author of
Jubilees, the Torah’s laws are embedded in nature from the beginning of crea-
tion and are therefore universal, eternal, immutable and absolute.
The Rabbis, who reject the book of Jubilees, sought various psychological ex-
planations for the different impurity periods for boys and girls (Bavli Niddah
31b) and relate it to the joy in performing circumcision. A little anthropology
can help shed light on the details. Other ancient cultures also had a longer
period of impurity for a girl than for a boy. The Hittites, for example, required
the mother to offer a sacrifice one week after giving birth. They also deemed a
male child impure for three months and a female child impure for four
months. Interestingly, Aristotle as well as Rabbi Ishmael (Mishnah Niddah
3:7) wrote that it takes forty-one days for a male fetus to form completely and
eighty-one days for a female.
The similarities to the Torah are striking, but the differences are even more
important. Unlike the Hittites, the Torah places no impurity on the child but
only on the mother, perhaps focusing on her psychological state rather than
seeing the child as a source of irrational fear. Second, the Torah delays her sac-
rifice until long after her impure state is completed in order to render impossi-
ble any magical fertility rites that were common in the ancient Near East dur-
ing that period. Lastly, the Torah transforms the waiting periods into covenan-
tally significant numbers that are multiples of 7 and 8.
(continued on side panel)
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Shabbat Tazaria-Rosh Hodesh-HaHodesh
April 8-9, 2016

p
Hertz Pentateuch: Torah Reading:

Tazria p. 460, Rosh Hodesh p. 695, HaHodesh p. 235 ; Haftarah: 1002
Kaplan Living Torah: Torah Reading:
Tazria p. 556, Rosh Hodesh p. 814, HaHodesh p. 308 ; Haftarah: 1284

CANDLE LIGHTING | 7:11 pm
MINHAH | 6:45 pm

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Hidary will deliver a semi-
nar on the topic “Eternal Sun vs. Renewing Moon: Greek and He-
brew Conceptions of Divine Law”

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue
KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Esther Hidary | 6:05 pm | For
high school students | Held at the Hidary home, 1 W 85th St Apt.
6A

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR | Rabbi
Hidary on the topic “The Myth of Theuth and the Primordial To-

rah” | 6:05 pm | Spring semester sponsored by Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 7:05 pm
KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary
HABDALAH | 8:07 pm

Weekday Service Times
Morning: Sunday: 8:00 AM; Mon-Fri.: 7:15 AM
Evenings: Sunday — Thursday: 6:30 PM (Minhah & Arbit)




