PURIM AT SHEARITH ISRAEL

Purim Dinner
Wednesday, March 23
Following 7:30 pm Megillah reading
Immediately following the Megillah reading, registered guests
are invited to a festive family-style meal in Levy Auditorium. In
addition to a tasty dinner, guests will enjoy our annual chil-
dren’s costume parade. Register
at shearithisrael.org/purimdinner by Sunday, March 20.

Women’s Megillah Reading
Thursday, March 24 | 8:00 am
Celebrate 26 years of women reading the Megillah on Purim
morning at Shearith Israel. Participants will be meeting this
Sunday for their first rehearsal at 7:00 pm. Contact Mrs. Lisa
Rohde at lirohde-csi@yahoo.com for more information.

Facing Many Directions at
Rabbi Ira Rohde

The description of the cherubim in the Bible is vague and perhaps even
contradictory, as opposed to the many exacting details given in the descriptions of
other parts of the Mishkan and the Temple. One of the most obvious contradic-
tions, which the Talmud in Baba Batra 99a noticed, is the direction which the
cherubim faced. The Torah in our Parashah seems to say that the cherubim faced
each other, as well as saying that they faced the “Kapporet,” the “Atonement (or
Mercy) Seat,” which is the top cover of the Ark of the Covenant, over which they
are placed. So that would seem to indicate that they faced downwards. Certainly
their wings spread over the Kapporet. And while other sources in the Bible are
referring to cherubs which were in Solomon’s Temple, which may have been quite
different from the cherubs in the Mishkan, they give yet other orientations, which
may either mean simply facing “inward,” or facing the “front of the Temple.” The
Talmud suggests two famous reconciliations: that the cherubim’s position actually
(magically) changed, depending upon whether it was a time when “Israel obeyed
the will of the Omnipresent,” or a time when “Israel did not obey the will of the
Omnipresent.” The other reconciliation was that the cherubim didn’t move, and
that their position was a compromise someplace in between, generally facing each
other and yet partially turned “sideways.”

We can imagine, of course, plenty of good reasons why the Bible and our
Sages deliberately preferred to keep the description of the cherubim vague, leaving
them to our own imaginations. But the contradictions in the facing direction
seems to open up a real ambivalence. Perhaps it depended upon the particular ar-
rangement at the time, and left room for artistic interpretation. But it’s also proba-
ble that there is a real irreconcilable problem which the Talmud is trying wrestle
with and find a compromise: The cherubim must in some way be facing in all of
these directions at once.

Many interpretations have been given to this problem, and to the mean-
ing of the cherubim in general, to the extent it could or should be discussed, but to
add my own homiletic interpretation, I'd say that there is a fundamental tension in
the direction we Jews should face. Perhaps nowhere is that tension more apparent
than here in our sanctuary at Shearith Israel: After all, the pews face each other. So
when we stand, we face inwards, towards each other, right? Then there’s the place
at the front of the room where the Sifrei Torah are kept, the Hekhal, the “Palace,”
what the Ashkenazim call the “Aron” or “Ark.” Often people face that direction
for important parts of the service. Then there’ the Reader’s Desk, the Tebah, to-
wards the back of the center of the synagogue, from which the Torah is read and
from which the service is conducted. These days, many congregants are used to
facing the eastern, front Hekhal for much of the service, but if you look at the
Shulhan Arukh, there is considerable ambiguity and the answer is far from clear.

That ambiguity is deliberate. We must reconcile the need to face our fel-
low man, to join each other as one community, with the need to each face God
both individually and collectively. We must also face the demands of justice and
law and truth and the Divine commands of the Torah. There are highly significant
and apparent contradictions in reconciling all of these orientations, and the task of
reconciling them is more of an art than a science, so there must be left significant
room to the discretion and expression of the individual. There is communal poli-
tics involved here, there is Divine sovereignty involved here, there is friendship and
support, love and awe, harmony and tension. We cannot simply choose one direc-
tion to face; we must each rather find a way of making our own reconciliation of
the need to face all of these directions at once.

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL

The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue

Shabbat Vayakhel-Shekalim
March 4-5, 2016

Hertz Pentateuch: Torah Reading: p. 373, Maftir p. 352;
Haftarah: p. 992
Kaplan Living Torah: Torah Reading: p. 464, Maftir p. 440;
Haftarah: p. 1270

CANDLE LIGHTING | 5:33 pm

MINHAH | 5:30pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | following evening services | Rabbi Soloveichik gives
a talk on “The Miraculous Tale of the Temple Stone” | 2015-2016 Season
Sponsored by the Julis Family

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik will deliver a sermon
on “The British Prime Minister’s Question About Our Parasha”

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Office

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Children’s Library

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Elias Room and Levy Auditorium | Kiddush Lunch-
eon sponsored by Nicole and David Coben in honor of Avi and Jake becoming
Benei Mitzvah

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Rabbi Hidary | 4:25 pm | For high school
students | Held at the Hidary home, 1 W 85th St Apt. 6A

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR | Rabbi
Soloveichik on the topic “The Greatest Biblical Heroine You Never Heard of:
A Shabbat Shekalim Shiur” | 4:25 pm

Spring semester sponsored by Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 5:25 pm
KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary
HABDALAH | 6:25 pm

Weekday Service Times
Morning: Sunday: 8:00 AM; Mon-Fri.: 7:15 AM
Evenings: Sunday — Thursday: 5:45 PM (Minhah & Arbit)




