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Concerning criminal matters, if the defendant was unable to prove
his innocence to the local tribunal, he was placed in prison and a
written docket sent to the vizier for adjudication. The vizier was

responsible for nearly all the judicial functions of Egypt. One can
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Mazal Tob to David Hidary on donning tefillin for the
first time during a pre-bar mitzvah trip to Israel.

Jethro’s Advice to Moses: Legal Systems in Egypt and Mesopotamia
Z. Edinger, Shamash

In the opening narratives of this week’s parashah we find that Moses,
the leader of the nation, serves as the sole judge for the entire population. Every
dispute was heard personally by Moses and people came to him from “morning
unto evening seeking instruction and justice in every matter. Seeing this, Jethro
tells Moses explicitly “/z is not good , this thing you are doing: You will certainly
wear yourself out, both you and the nation with you, for it is too difficult a thing for
you to do alone.” Jethro then suggests an entirely new legal system for the peo-
ple. Moses would serve as the law-giver, acting as the one and only direct inter-
mediary between God and Israel. He would disseminate the laws and statutes
to the people. Just and impartial leaders would be identified from among the
entire nation (not merely the priests) and appointed to serve as judges in a hier-
archical system where simple cases could be dealt with quickly (at any time) by
the lowest level courts and only the most difficult cases would be brought up to
Moses himself. Jethro’s system is adopted in full by Moses.

In ancient Egypt the judicial system was not a distinct area of govern-
ment. There were no independent judges and there is no real Egyptian word
for judge, instead the judge and vizier were one in the same function. Cases
were heard in front of local tribunals which included elders or priests but which
was presided over by the vizier or his messengers. While Pharaoh was the chief
judicial authority, he delegated this authority, as well as almost all administra-
tive functions, to his chief vizier. The chief vizier was judge over six great hous-
es (geographic divisions,) each of these houses had lesser officers and adminis-
trators. One of the more famous inscriptions found from ancient Egypt is that
of the Weni — a general and governor of upper Egypt during the 6" dynasty
(about 2,300 BCE!) — in this inscription Weni describes how he rose through
the administrative ranks of the Pharaoh Pepi [, until “His majesty appointed me
chief judge over Hierakonpolis. .... I listened to cases, being alone the Chief-judge,
concerning every private matter and [every case] connected with the name of the
king, with the royal harem and the 6 great houses.”

The vizier Rekhmire was grand vizier under the Pharaohs Tutmoses 111
and Amenhotep II (18" dynasty, about 1,500 BCE, this is relatively close in
time to the period of the Exodus) inscriptions from his tomb describe many of
his duties and functions: As grand vizier, he gave daily reports to the Pharaoh,
and was responsible for the entire judicial system of Egypt. “One shall put every
petition in writing - every petition to the king shall be reported to him (the vizier.)”
Real estate disputes were heard by the vizier, if the dispute was local a hearing
was held promptly, however, if the dispute came from more distant land — a
messenger was sent and a three month stay was enacted for the case to be adju-
dicated. Regarding wills and estate issues, “Every property list is brought to him
(the vigier) and it is he who seals it.”
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:51 pm

MINHAH | 5:00 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | following evening services | Rabbi
Soloveichik gives a talk on “The Habdalah Candle vs. the Olympic
Torch” | 2015-2016 Season Sponsored by the Julis Family

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Soloveichik will deliver a
lecture after services on “The First American Consul to Jerusalem: An
Unbelievable Tale of History, Religion and Jewish Law”

WOMENS’ SERVICE | 9:00 am | Little Synagogue

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Children’s Library

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Levy Auditorium
KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Liliane
Marks and family in memory of her husband, Neville Marks

TEEN CLASS | Seth Haberman on the topic “What are the origins of
BDS and what can we do about it? | 3:45 pm | For high school stu-
dents | Held at the Haberman home, 1 W 85th St Apt. 11C

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND SPECIAL SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR |
Rabbi Soloveichik on the topic “When Abarbanel Came to Venice:
Yitro and Jewish Political Thought” | 3:45 pm | Spring semester is
sponsored by Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:45 pm
HABDALAH | 5:39 pm
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