(debar torah continued from back) One person can’t show up
for work because his wife gave birth. Other excuses sound com-
ical (“brewing beer” and “scorpion bit him”). Relevant for us
are the people who are absent from work in order to worship
their gods or their ancestors. For example, Sawadjyt is absent
from work for two days to give an offering to his god and an-
other three days to offer libations to his dead father.

We see from this document that corvée workers under Ramses
IT were regularly allowed to leave work for a few days in order
to worship their gods. Moshe’s request, then, was normal and
very reasonable. We would not expect Pharaoh to just free his
slaves outright, especially in an age when slavery was generally
accepted. However, Pharaoh fails to live up to the moral stand-
ards even of his own time compared to the way other workers
were treated under his command. Hashem tells Moshe to make
this request not to deceive Pharaoh—He knew it would not
work anyway. Rather, as Rabbi Isaac Arama (Spain, 1420-
1494) explains, the goal is to show everyone just how stubborn
Pharaoh is that he cannot even give in to a small and routine
request.

If Pharaoh can be that ruthless, then he surely deserves all the
punishments coming to him. As the Psalmist states: =
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With the pure, You act purely, and with the perverse, You are
wily. It is you who deliver lowly folk, but haughty eyes You

humble.
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hazak w” Barukh to Bentsi Cohen for completing Zohar
this week for the third time.
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The Three Day Journey: Fact or Fake Out?
Rabbi Hidary

At the burning bush, God instructs Moshe to go to Pharaoh and request
a three-day reprieve to the Israclites to travel to the desert and worship
their God (Exodus 3:18). In fact, Moshe makes exactly this request
(5:3), which he repeats during each stage of negotiation during the
plagues (8:21-25; 10:7-11, 24, 26). Pharaoh is so stubborn that he only
concedes the smallest bit of permission after tremendous pressure from
the plagues and from his own advisors, and even then he reneges once
the plague is finished.

Abravanel (1437-1508) asks the obvious ethical question here:
How could the Almighty instruct Moshe to utter a falsehood in
His name? Wouldn’t it have been far better for him to have said
plainly: “Free My people from the burdens of Egypt?”

Rabbi Shmuel David Luzzato (Italy, 1800-1865) provides an answer:
This request was undoubtedly not made in good faith since they
had not the slightest intention of returning to Egypt. But it was
justified on the grounds that Pharaoh would certainly have had
no scruples about enslaving them again on their return.

Nevertheless, we still have to wonder why Moshe needs to resort to this
type of ruse. Hashem knows that Pharaoh is going to deny the request
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mir&ﬂob(sl%hl% about in any case. What is the purpose of this decep-

tion?

Better knowledge of the ancient corvée
(forced labor tax) system can help illu-
minate this ruse. Archaeologists have
discovered a limestone tablet in Egypt
that dates to the 40® year of Ramses II,
likely the Pharaoh of the Exodus. The
tablet is an attendance roster of who
was absent for work that year. It lists
forty names of workers, the dates they
were absent and the reason for the ab-
sence. (continued on inside panel)
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CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:35 pm

MINHAH | 4:45pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | following evening services | Rabbi Hidary
gives a talk on “Wrapped in Writing: The Significance of Tefillin”
2015-2016 Season Sponsored by the Julis Family

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Rabbi Hidary will deliver a ser-
mon on “The Chief Judge: Bringing Divine Justice Down to Earth”
TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue
KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Esther Hidary | 3:30 pm | For
high school students | Held at the Hidary home, 1 W 85th St Apt.
6A _

0 | SkupAuAPERSHIT AND SPECIAL SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR |
Rabbi Hidary on the topic “What's Missing from the Song at the
Sea?” | 3:30 pm | The Spring semester is sponsored by Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:30 pm
KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary
HABDALAH | 5:21 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sun. 8:00 AM, Monday (MLK Day)- 8:00 AM
Tues-Thur. 7:15 AM, Fri. Dec. 25, 8:00 AM
Evenings: Sun., Mon., Wed., Thurs.: 6:30 PM (Arbit only)

See inside for details about MLK Weekend Updates




UPCOMING EVENTS AND INITIATIVES WEEKDAY JUDAIC EDUCATION

For schedule and class details go to:
shearithisrael.org/content/j udaic—ﬂ -

Parnas Office Hours
Louis Solomon would be delighted to meet with you.
Please schedule a visit at
parnas@shearithisrael.org.




